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Immediately on the arrival of Bishop 
Thomson in New Orleans, the practi- 
cability of organizing an Annual Con- 
ference in the Mississippi Department 
was fully discussed, and after much 
reflection and prayer, the Bishop deter- 
mined to organize the Conference. j|The | 
interests of the work demandedmhat 
such a step should be taken, an^it is 
not doubted that the future result wilL 
demonstrate the wisdom of this episco- 
pal action. Both the convenience of 
the time, and the historical associations 
which the day recalled, pointed to 
Christmas as* the most fitting time for 
this important movement. The day 
was lovely, for the rigor of winter had 
relaxed into the mildness of spring. To 
those whose minds were occupied with 
thoughts other than those of solemn 
responsibility, the walk to the church 
would have been replete with delight, 
tout the gravity of the occasion and the 
responsibility of the contemplated move- 
ment were such as to seal the lips and 
^itlidrawattention from the outer world. 
Silently we threaded the narrow streets 
leading to Wesley Chapel, where for 
«J«fars the colored Methodists have wor- 
snipped the living God. The announce- 
ment of the Conference had called to- 
gether a large congregation of blacks, 
yrhote curiosity had bsen awakansd 



thereby. Ascending the high and nar- 
row pulpit, the Bishop began the reli- 
gious exercises by reading the 10th 
chapter of 2nd Corinthians: the 204th 
hafhn was then sung, and after pray 
J5y the Bishop, he addressed * v 
dien^ vr_ substance aP%x f 
authorized to organizp 
xference in New Orle 
circumsic^^-o -rrj^vh b 
r do hereby recognize the 
brethren as members: J. P. A 
Joseph Welch, Nelson L. Brakei Ai and 
William M. Henry, elders, a JR. G. 
Jackson, deacon." He theji reused to 
the origin of our church, its present 
prospects and power, and exclaimed 
"What hath God wrought ! A year ago 
about this time I organized a conference 
in Hindoostan and now I am on 
this the opposite side of the globe to or- 
ganize a conference here ; thus our 
church extends her arms aroun^ (the 
world. On my return from India, bet 
Bishop Janes in London, and in C |ris- 
tian affection and gratitude to God we 
embraced each other. He was on his way 
to the East, to Switzerland and Norway, 
and I on ray way to the West, to meet 
my brethren on the upper Mississippi. 
But what i sour design in coming hither? 
It is not to oppose other churches. They 
h*T« thair rrnwion to attend to ao4 w» 



have ours. Jut why do we come here ? 
1 We have the means to do good, ana 
this vast field invites our labor. 2. We 
should aim to strengthen the Government 
and this will follow the union of the 
churches of this country. 3 We come 
to you, the colored people of the boum, 
who were separated from us in '44. The 
opportunity is now offered you to return. 
Our white brethren may not desire us, 
but you do. You welcome us. We 
come to you because you are many and 
will need our care and help. You are 
destined to be a rich and intelligent 
people and your rising power should be 
made subservient to some benign end. 

Rev. Dr. Newman then read from 
Bangs' History of the Methodist fiftis- w< 
copal Church, an account of the orgarTS^^ 



Dibble, Hardy Rye Morrill. 
Emperor Williams, Henry tfree L An* 
thony Ross, Scott China, David Bums, 
and John Campbell. 

First question was taken up Wbo 
are admitted on trial ? 

Answer— James M. Bryant, bamuel 
M Small, Thomas Kennedy, Samuel 
Osborn, David Dibble, William Mur* 



zation ot tnu Christmas 
1784, which was naturally sugge 
by the day on which ve met 
coincidence seemed complete. It^was ^ 
the repetition of Ecclesiastical History. 



rill, Hardy Ryan, Emperor Williams, 
Henry Green, Anthony Ross, Scott 
Ohinn and Richard K. Diossy. 

The committee on public worship re 
ported that Rev. Dr. Newman would 
preach the sermon at the ordination of 
of Deacons, on Tuesday morning 
December 26th; Rev. N. L. Brakem* 
would preach in the evening, and th& 
on Wednesday morning precedm. 
Conference of Xhe ordination of Elders, Bishop The 
son would preach. 



rge&ted s 
t. TnV 



First Days' Proceedings. 

On motion, J. P. Newman was eiel^e 1 
- and W. M. Henry hi«^ As sra^ 
"owing committees->^ere> 

• v orsbip, H G. 3^ks\ 

tOSS. V 

education N. L. Brakeman. \ 
Sunday Schools, W. M. Henry. 
vP\ Missions, J. P. Newman, N. L. 
, -man and H. G. Jackson. 
Statistics, W. M. Henry. 
The 11th question was then taken up 
and the characters of the following 
brethren were examined and passed: 
J. P. Newman, N. L. Brakeman, Joseph 
Welch, W. M. Henry and H. G. Jackson. 
9 Question 13th was then taken up. 
n 7hat is the number of churches, etc. 

answer — Members 2216, Probation- 
^ s 4*16, deaths 64, local preachers 13, 
V iptisms, adults, 145, infants 272, num- 
ber of churches 5, value of church pro- 
perty $47,000, Sunday schools 9, officers 
and teachers 95, scholars, 1386, volumes 
in library 1476. 

The following colored persons were 
elected to local deacons' orders : John 
Goodwin, Sam'l Osborn, J. M. Bryant, 
Thoma* Kennedy, S. M, Small, David 



Second Days' Proceeding*. 

The Conference met pursuant to ar 
journment. The opening religious^ c 
ercises were conducted by Rev. N . 
Brakeman. Recommendations for 
deps' orders were called for, and the f 
lowing persons having been duly r 
commended, were elected : A. Ross, H 
Greon, and Scott Chinn, colored. Tfc 
The case of H. G. Jackson, a deacor 
of the second year, was called up. Thy 
Bishop having decided that he was eli 
gible to elders' orders, and the commit 
tee having reported his examination sat- 
isfactory, he was elected. Richard K. 
Diossy, late of the M. P. Church having 
been duly recommended by the Fourth 
District Church Quarterly Conference, 
presented his parchments, and the Con- 
ference being satisfied with them, he 
was recognized as an elder in the M. B 
Church, he having taken the ordinatu 
vows of the church. 

J. P. Newman called the atten* 
tion of the Conference to the resolutions 
of the General Conference on the Cer 
tenary of American Methodism, ana, on 
motion, the Conference provided for a 
memorial sermon to be aelivered at i f 
next session and appointed the follow* 
ing Centennial Committee: G.W. Ames, 
L. B. Whitmore, John Jones, lsyift«* : 
J. P. Newman, and A, Rot* preaehtr* 



H& following lh% of appointments* 
Wai then handed by the President to 
be recorded in the minutes. 

w ST t New * An Centenary Sermon. 

«. i*. Bbakeman Missionary Sermon. 

COMMITTEES OF EXAMINATIONS. 

To examine candidates for local i>ea- 
cons' -ders and Local Elders' orders 
and for adm fission on trial. — The Pre- 
siding Eldi-ra 

For thd 1st year— Henry G. Jackson 
7 ( f,J Newman. 2d year— Joseph 
Vrelch; W. M t Henry. 3d year— N. L. 
Brakefcan, H. J. Jackson. 4th year— 
J. P. Kewmai, Joseph Welch. 

17th question taken up. Where and 
when shall our next conference beheld? 

Answer.— .At New Orleans. 

The Pastor of the First St. M. E. 
a arch, invited the Conference to hold 
it* next tlession in that church and the 
Conference accepted thejinvitation. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 
To the Members of the Mmksippi Mission Confer* 
J tnee of the M. JS. Church. 
Dbab Bbethben— Your Committee on Edu- 
ction beg leave to make the following report : 
Relieving that our success, as a Conference 
pends largely upon the intelligence of our 
*ople, we womd call special attention to the 
Importance of the subject. The Missionary 
Board at New \ ork haying appropriated a large 
,Ir )r this purpose, we recommend 

g of a Biblical Institute un~ 
g Constitution : 

OF THE THOMSON BIBLICAL 
INSTITUTE, 
hat on the 26th day of Decern, 
he members of the Mississippi 
H*iiffi° U ^°?^ ere 3 ( ; e ' h " >c organiied and estab- 
lished - tubhcal Institute for the education of 
It a m } n l at ™ of the M. E. Church, and 
tCstUutn' ^ 118 th « f * U ^ 

CONSTITUTION, 

ABTICLB I. 

Chwch Cal Instit «te of the M E? 

i^itution shall be located in the e if V 
of New Orleans, and it shall have in J L- 7 
raccession by its corporate name7or eTe r ^ 

Iff jssra isr^> , a? 



\ 



make and establish such By-Laws /or it« 0* 

ernment as may be necessary and proper. 

All notices, citations and legal processes^ 
fecting its interests shall be served on W Prei 
ident or Secretary of the Board of Trusteei 

ABTICLE III. 

A Board of Trustees shall be elected by ti 
Annual Conference to conduct the business i 
the Institute, who shall exercise all the corpe, 
rate powers of the same and who may author 
ize their officers so to do. 

This Board of Trustees shall continue u 
office at the pleasure of the Conference and 
shall be composed of not less than five nor 
more than nine persons, a majority of whon 
must be members of this Conference and shall 
constitute a quorum. 

AfcTlOLJE IV. 

The Board of Trustees shall annually elect 
us own officers, consisting of a President, Vict 
President, Secretary and Treasurer. In case 
of a failure to hold an annual meeting or to elect- 
thereat, the officers shall hold over until their 
successors are elected. 

Al'TICLB V. 

Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to preside at all meetings of the Board, 
to call special meetings, at the request of twoi 
or more members ; to draw orders upon the 1 
Treasurer as the Board may direct, and to dis- 
charge all otner duties pertaining to his office. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Vice 
president to discharge all the duties of the 
President in his absence; and in the absence 
of both President and Vico President, a presi- 
ding officer shall be elected pro tempore. 

Sec. 8. It shall bo the duty of the Secretary 
to make and preserve a record of the proceed 
mgs of the Board and to conduct its correspon- 
dence. r 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Treas- 
urer to take charge of the funds cf the Ihsii- 
tute, giving such bonds for the security of tho 
same as the Board may require. He shall dit 
burse funds only upon the order of the Presi 
dent, and shall make to the Board and to tho 
Conference an annual report of the finances of 
the Institute. 

ABTICLB VI. 

It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees 
to elect all teachers employed in the Institute,* 
and to fix the salaries of the same. 

ABTICLB VII. 

fcuch persons only shall be received as stu- 
dents in this Institute as have already acquired 
the rudiments of an English education, are 
members of the M. E. Church, give satisfactory 
evidence of their determination to devote them- 
selves to the work of the ministry and are r - 
commended by a Quarterly Conference. Student* 
may each receive such assistance from the funds 
of the Institution as the President of the In- 
stitute may direct. 

ABTICLE VIII. 

A h . e °°?™ e of 8tu <*y prescribed in our Book 
of BiscipUne, with auch additions or modifies- 



^umpunaediathb Institute. 

ABTICIB IX 

T ke annual meeting of the Board of Trut- 
pATbeheldoathenrst Tuesday of Decem- 
of eacn year. 

ARTICLE X. 

, ln recommendation of the Board of Trus- 
tor of this • onference, this constitution 
; y be altered or amended by a two-thirds 

m of the Conference. 

We beg leave also to present the following 
Solutions : , m . 

holud, 1. That, as a conference, we apply 
(the Centenary Committee for an appropna- 
ln of $50, 000, for the endowment of the 
Mutton above named. 

2, That we heartily commend the Freedraen a 
ireau for the zeal and energy with which it 
i labored in the cause of education for the 
edmen in this department, and congratulate 
ipon the marked success which has attended 
[labors. 

That we urge upon ministers and mem- 
p within the bounds of this Conference the 
portance of attending dilligently to the sub 
ci of education and seeing that their c f " 
tjttend school whenever it is practicable 
1 1 Tbat each member of the Conference be 
■requested to preach annually at least one ^ ser- 
mon on education to each of his congregations, 
and call the special attention of pious and prom- 
ising young men to our Biblical Institute. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
N. L. Brakeman, Committee. 

On motion, the conference proceeded 
toelect trustees for the Thomson Bibli- 
cal Institute and the number having 
been restricted to five, the following 
persons were chosen by ballot: J. P. 
tonuiflUfc Brakeman, H. G. Jackson, 
H.K.Diossy, and Ch W. Ames, 

iORDWATION 01 LOCAL DBAOOH8. 

After the ordination sermon by Rev. 
J -P • Newman,twelve colored men stood 
the altar to be ordained deacons 
m the church of God. The number 
Rested the twelve apostles. In his 
N manner, Bishop Thomson, pro- 
Ned with the ordination service, while 
«e whole audience, composed of whites 
^ blacks, were affected, some to tears 
to shouts. 

The following document was handed 
to by the President of the Conference 
P be . recorded in the minutes : 

I to is to certify, that on the 26th day of 
, yW, 1865, 1 ordained the following breth- 
j beacons at the session of the Mississippi 
^HiouAmmalCouf«reace,held at New Or- 



It anp, La., f tIi: Joh& Ooodwio* J*m*a M. Bry- 
aut, Thoa. Kennedy, Samuel Small, Samuai 
Osborn, Hardy Kyan, Wm. Murrill, Emperor 
Williams, Henry Green, Anthony Ross, Scott 
Chinn, David Ennis, and John Campbell. 

E. Thomson. 

Dec. 26, 1886. 

On motion, by N. L- Brakeman, it 
was resolved, that the Conference t&ks 
measures to procure a puQtograph of 
this body, which was carHe^J, and a 
historical picture was prod\ice&\ which 
thousands will look upon with wonder 
and delight. j 



Third Days' Proceeaiogs. 

■ 

Wednesday morning the Conference 
met pursuant to adjournment. The min 
utes of the preceding day were read and 
approved. According to previous arw 
ortance of attending dilligently to the sub- ra ngements, at 9 A. M. Bishop Thomson 
of education and seeing that their children ore a C hed from 1st Cor. 2 ; 1, 2, after 

which the elders were ordained. The 
above sermon was appropriate, pun- 
gent, eloquent and in every way worthy 
the christian scholar and the high oi - 
flee which he holds in our church. The 
ordination service was noticeable irom 
the fact that the candidates were three 
colored brethren and one white brother. > 
There they stood side by side, before 
the same altar ; and the I ,s 
which were laid upon the 
placed upon the heads of 
Was not this the commei 
new era in the South ? 
/ Immediately succeeding 
( tion of the elders, the at** 
Conference was called to me instance 
of a church paper to be publish in 
New Orleans; whereupon, it was moved 
that the presiding elders and preachers 
I of this Conference act as agents xor tiu 
IN Orleans Advocate, and that to ey are 
hereby requested to cordially co-operate 
with the Publishing Committee m , t W 
I curing subscribers and advertisemeuts 
\for the same. , , « 

^Tbe following document was handed 
to the Secretary of the Conference to 
be recorded in the minutes: 

This i, to certify, Tbat oa t*r 27th day of 
December 1865 I o* daul ?i£ Q. 
Orleans the following eldeii, w . W v 



I { 

AaUao ay JRe#g wd&enrj Green. which are Coa*ar*a as well aa uato Oh.d the 

E. Thomson. things that are God's ; and, whereas, the rela- 
tion of the Church to the country is one of vital 

Ibe Committee on Missions reported importance—the church needing the protection 

(following* appropriations : which civil liberty proffers, and civil liberty 

J* L*u order to its permanancy and prosperity] 

idrleans District, $7,400 the morality, justice and christian principles 

isas District...... 2,800 which the church enjoins— and, whereas we 

ippi District, 2,300 deem it of importance to go forth from this' the 

Strict, 2,6U0 first session of our Conference with our posi- 

;rustees of the Thomson Biblical « oa /^ Be atiments on this subject clearly de- 

:e made the folio wing~ report, ^Ei r 1 ?^ 

■ i j j f j ^r" Ll > 1. -that we hail with joy the return of neact* 
as accepted and adopted : to our distracted and suffering country th^ we 

omcERS of THE board. ^? k8 TT to . Alm l^ the preser- 

vation of the Union of the States, for the re- 
TOdepit, J. P. Newman. markable vindication of the principles of self 

Vice President, R. K. Diossy. government, for the enlargement of civil liberty 

[ecretry, H. G. Jackson. among us and for the blessed prospects of 

er, G. W. Ames, Esq. our future peace, prosperity, honor and elorv 

as a nation. 
faculty. „ m\ * 

f P. Newman, D. D., President and ^'L \ , , W £, reco .S nize tn « mission of the 
$r of Pastoral Theology. churcu and of the ministry to be one of peace 
!H. G. Jackson, A. M. Professor of Lan- ca -T f nd S ood to man, and to spread 
1 id Systematic Theology. scriptural holiness over the land, and we here- 
in Diossy, Professor of Belles Let- b 7 « clare our unwavering purpose to be men 
!hurch History. ot ' hl * one ™ rk - 

L. Brakeman, Professor of Biblical * at A We hercb ? set our seaI 01 disappro?a 

and Church Polity. upon > warc cur preachers and people 

. ',! 1 : against following the example of those ininis- 

ollowing resolution was then ters who, forgetting their true mission and 

-ad adopted; work, lent themselves the willing agenfs of 

ved, that in order to acquaint all peo- p U S the * 

our object in forming our Annual Ton P P 5 their appropriate work as mes- 

in this part of Z country at Z ffif ot * C % C *™ d Iea ™S their flocks aa- 
fime, and that they may know he L?Ji™ ^ d ^ tiiemselve « to creat- 

i*hich it is done, (he Secretary be tHf, 1? g i mat F >n « sectional Politic*!/ 
Uo furnish theN.O. Advocate with I f> . resl8tan °e to the lawfully/ 

fall, of Bishop ^ constituted authorities of the General Govern- 

Ito bo ^ b Jed r.7tTtS ffit™ ^^ dl7 8taked , their CharaCter a8 V 

If the Conference." ministers and the very truth of the Bible eidt 

1 Christianity upon the success of their fanatical \ 

mowing resolution was offered scnenie . s > thus leaving the churches and the 

• N. L. Brakeman and then P u°£ le m th * bour of discomfiture, wi h a 

lancxuau, ana tfteu shaken confidence in the very foundations of I 
our Holy Religion. 

'ved, that the following be the otd-r r*' T * at . w ? counsel the freedmen every wfca.s 

«ng the Annual Sermons at our re^ tnr ° u g hout *° country to banish all erroneous 

Tha Missionary Sermon L be h Slr ° DS . not ^ ^UUed into their minds 

on the first night after the open a* of SL ^T^ men » concerni *g their own 

ke- And the Centenary Sermon on the ♦ ? *S the P ur P 08ea of the Government i 

17 or the Conference, in op? ^ session «f ^ 'kT' n0t '° depend Up ° n tbe bount J 

•ck A. M. P 9S10Q of others but upon their own strong hands for 

ommittpa *u « support. Having learned to labor and to wait 

^lmmee oa the State of the ^ e exhort them to patient continuance in well 

! 8UD nutted their report whiVh doi , ng ' for in due time the 7 sliali reap tempo- 

iPted ; r rally as well as spiritually, the full reward of 

their patient toil and suffering. We enjoin 

of th UiuUtippi Mission Conf* the . m t0 P rocure at employment for 

met; m ™*ion Confer- tne comiDg year> tQ rem .. n CQUntry 

Brethren— Yr\n n . where their servi ces are most needed, to ob- 

te ^ tlm P Committee on servo fidelity in their contracts, to be diligent 

■eaiA . ^ 0U Qtry present tbe in business, and to lead quiet and peaceable 

* » meir report : lives in all Godliness and honesty. And we 

T 3 ' QodUs ordained AfMi n 8a ^ to the Government and the country,that by 

iv ?u kdi ^w to the ? Uovernmellt the intelligence we shall labor to disseminate 

lv J ***dwuut 0 Caaa W ll S fc be ' among this people, the morality we shall en- 

things join upon them, and, tho iafluenco for good 



wHian we fcetf* te exert ever ikesa, wo 
2£wto demonstrate to all that "Godliness 
is profitable to all things, baying the promise of 
the* life which now is and of that which is to 

C °5 ie That we heartily endorse the following 
special-directions authoriiedby Bishop Thorn- 

*°°bur missionaries will go in the spirit of 
their Divine Master, and devote themselves to 
preaching Christ and him crucified. They w 1 
l P ,e men of prudence as well as of zeal, and will 
be advised to disown party conflicts, avoid per- 
sonal strife, eschew sectarian controversies and 
adopt the ancient motto, -The friends of all, 
?he enemies of none ! » While directing their 
prime and chief attention to the salvation . of 
men by proclaiming the fundamental principles 
of the gospel, they will doubtless have oppor- 
Unites of benefitting the bodies as well as the 
goulsof men ; they will find occasion for incul- 
eating industry, economy and frugality, and 
will certainly promote peace and order by urg- 
h g upon the emancipated a cheerful obedience 
o g law and a patient waiting Jor those civil 
riehts to which they aspire. We trust they 
wfll succeed in raising up churches that shall 
"thoroughly evangelical in principle and lib- 
al in spiritf while they are loyal to our excel- 
lent and beneficent Government, and true to 
the kingdom of God." 
1 s N. L. Brakbmam, 

Chairman of Committee. 

The following resolution was then of- 
fered and adopted: 

Resolved, that the thanks of the Mississippi 
Mission Conference are hereby tendered to the 
trustees of Wesley Chapel for having so kindly 
permitted us to occupy their church during 
this the first session of our Conference. 

The Conference resolved to adjourn 
after the usual religious services and 
the reading of the appointments. I he 
minutes of the Conference were then 
read and approved. 



New Orleans Dietriot, J. P. f 
Ames Church, New Orleans, H. G. Ja»* 
Fourth District Church, New Orleans, Yt . - 

H Weslev Chapel, New Orleans, A. Ross. 
MaraU Street Church, New Orleans, Scot 

0h F°rst Street Church, New Orleans, Hen 

G Ursulines Street Church, New Orleans, to 

^Greafman Street Church, New Orleans^ 

* U sf Mary's Street Church, New Orleans,! 

8U Jefferson City and Carrollton, Emperor V 

iiams. m A 

Madisonville to be supplied. 
Baton Rouge, Hardy Ryan. 

Opelousas District, La., R- m K. Diossj, 7J 
Franklin and New Iberia, T. Kennedy^| ^ 
Thibodaux and Houma, William Murriil£ * 
Alexandria, 8. M. Small. % J 

Donaldsonville and Napoleon, J. M. Bryet 
Opelousas to be supplied. 
Natchitoches, to be supplied. 
Shreveport, to be supplied. 
Monroe, to be supplied. 
Lafourche, to be supplied. 



. Mississippi District, N. L. Rrakeman, 
Vicksburg, Natchei, Grand Gulf, Po 
son, Brandon, Yaxoo City, Canton, Tri: 
Greenville and Granada, to be supplied. 



Texas District, Joseph Welch, P. 
Galveston, Sam'l Osborn. 
Houston, David Dibble. 
San Antonio, to be supplied. 
Austin, to be supplied. 



t 



' PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND SESSION 



Of TBI! 



SECOND YE^lH. 



Firit Days' Proceedings. 

w Misfiissippi Mission Conference 

jvened in the First St. M. E. Church, 

f Orleans, Thursday, Dec. 13, 1866, 

A o'clock A .M., Bishop Matthew. 

pon presiding. The Bishop opened 

session by reading a Scripture les- 

'»K ter whic & be announced the hymn 
pencing: 

(I "I lore Thy Kingdom, Lord." 
v^est prayers were then offered by 
j; k ' Ros s and Rev. Mr. A. Brown. 
Wop Simpson then addressed the 
jference in substance, as follows: 
jjBire to express the great satis- 
m I feel in meeting the members 
J conference. The communion of 
J»w a .doctrine of our Church, and 

[ t A {jaim - -To-day we com- 
^together, and our fellowship i 8 

l^ry character « 5 lve are of D0 



is present m the vast movements of the 
hour. Bad men think so and have con- 
lessed it. In times of trial we need 
ixod near us, and you have experienced 
the consolations of His grace. The day 
m which we live calls for pious, labori- 
ous ministers,- it therefore becomes you 
to be prepared for your work. Conse- 
crate yourselves anew to God and aim to 
be holier than ever and preach better 
than ever in the past. Your great mi? 
sion is to do good to others. Labor to i 
struct the ignorant, revive the iadtfr 
ferent and raise the fallen 

I congratulate you on the success of 
the past year. Six years ago vou could 
not have held this Conference here; but 
the Lord has . brought about great 
changes. Take courage, therefore, and 
go forward. Remember, that the God ( v 
of our fathers is your God, and theSpir- 
it which inspired them is the same that 
now animates you. You may shake the 
earth by your preaching. In attaining 
a result so grand your faith may be 
tested, but God will open the way for 
your triumphs. In encountering diffi- 
culties you should not count your lives 
dear, but "display the spirit of the hero, 
of the martvrs, of your Master. To 
you, and to the Church at large, this is 
a memorable Conference. With this, 
its second session, we commence the 
second century of American Method- 
ism. You should make the in-coming 
century glorious by deeds worthy of 
your calling. Labor, therefore, that the 
South may be redeemed and that Lere 
the victories of the Cress may be wquny 
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The above brief but timely remarks 
were listened to with evident attention 
and sensibly affected all P«^ nt v ... 

On the calling of the roll, the fallow- 
ing members answered to their names: 
J. P. Newman, N. L. Brakeman, W. U. 
Henry and A. C. McDonald. 

On motion, Kev. Dr. Newman was 
elected Secretary, and Rev. W. M. Hen- 
ry appointed his assistant. 

On motion it was resolved that the 
Conference meet each day at 10 A.M. 
and adjourn at 3 P. M. 
I The following Conference Committees 
were chosen: 

Conference Stewards. — A. C. McDonald, 
a. K. Diossy, Henry Green. 
On Public Worship. — J. P. Newman, W. M. 

H On 7 Eaucation._J. P. Newman, N. h. Brake- 

man, H. Green. ^ i 4 

Oq Sunday Schools.— R. K. Diossy, H. Ryan, 

8. M. Small. , 

On Missions.— The Presiding Elders. 
On Temperance.— N. L. Brakeman, A. I* 

McDonald, E. Williams. ' 
On State of the Country. — J. P. Newman, IN. 

L. Brakeman, A. Ross. 
On Religious Condition of the South.— A. ^. 

McDonald, W. M. Henry, S. Chinn. 

On Church Statistics.— R. K. Diossy, E. Wil- 
liams, S. Chinn. 

On Auditing Conference Accounts. A. 

McDonalb, W. M. Henry, E. Williams. 
Ou Church Extension. — N. L. Brakeman, 

R: K. Diossy, A C. McDonald. 

Rev. Bro. Brown, of the Cincinnati 
Conference was introduced. 

The Second Disciplinary Question was 

taken up. Who remain on trial ? 

Rev. R. K. Diossy, gave an account 
of the work on his district, which is the 
Opelousas. He said: 

"We have now 6 circuits, 5 mis- 
sions, 1,617 members, 341 probationers, 
19 local preachers. There have been 9 
deaths. 188 adults and 108 children 
have been baptized. We have 5 church- 
es, probable value $12,075; collected 
for Miss. Society, $26.30; S. S. Tjnion 
$9.35; Bible Society, $11.50; *o. of 
Sunday schools, 9; officers and teachers, 
24; scholars, 584; vols. in Library, 111; 
Advocates taken, 34; conversions, 183; 
total money raised, $2,524. " 

Referring to the difficulties of his 
work, he spoke of the opposition from 
the whites and especially from the min- 
isters of the Methodist Church, South. 
Tko latter had joined hand in hand with 



the preachers of the African Methodm 
Church to oppose the mission of our 
Church to a long oppressed people. He 
alluded to the domestic condition />f the 
Blacks • that ho had found many who 
were living together as man and wile, 
but who had not been legally married, 
and that when such persons were mem- 
bers of the Church, he had excluded 
them from the Lord's Supper until tfcej 
were properly united in marriage. 

Rev. Bro. Diossy, having joined the 
Conference a year since on trial, and 
having come to us an ordained elder 
from the Protestant Methodist Church, 
the Bishop instructed the Conference 
that, by vote of the Conference, Bro. 
Diossy could be received in full, and he 
was so received. 

As the namo of each candidal 
was called, the Bishop request 
each preacher to represent his fif 
of labor ; and although this was 
6ligVit departure from established .usap 
yet the effect was excellent. In h. 
own peculiar way, each preacher gave, * 
his experiences and observations of the I 
past year, and the addresses by our I 
colored brethren, especially, were veiy 
interesting. Anthony Ross, of Wesley 
Chapel, said, that he had 1,500 members, • 
60 happy converts, 200 sundftftstfio*. \ 
scholars, a flourishing day school, an 
asylum for their aged and infirm mem- 
bers, and that by the blessing of t.ie 
Lord "we are going up." Henry Green 
of First street, remarked that they had 
a "big pull back on the 30th of J ny 
last, but they now have a puil the oth- 
er way " They have 450 members, ou 
converts, 283 sunday-school scholars, 
and a new school house which has cost- 
$600. Scott Chinn was full of native 
humor. He reported 700 members, and 
a congregation which is too large fo| 
his church. During the year he had la 
bored successfully among the Creoles 
who are mostly catholics, of Africa 
descent, and whose language is a mtfj 
ture of French and Spanish. He bar 
seen many of them throw away then 
rosaries or beads and come to Jesi* 
Although citizens of the enligli 
city of New Orleans, yet they kuowM 
little of Christianity. In their relig^ 
delight they declare that they like o« 
• 11 American God? When once a^- 



theyare speedily converted. God talks 
, them plainer than to the whites. We 
' have got them by the hand and we may 
expect large success among them, 
i Emperor Williams gave a touching 
■account of the burning of his churches 
at Carrollton and Jefferson City, about 
' the time of the July riots. His people 
I had contributed of their hard earnings 
; with which, added to a missionary ap- 
propriation, they had erected for them- 
selves houses of worship, but at mid- 
right some unprincipled wretcli had 
applied the torch of the incendiary. But 
lis object was defeated in part, as the 
'.uildinp were amply insured. Yet it 
$ hoped that the incendiary will soon be 
•ronght to justice. 

Samuel Small said that he had trav- 
eled A Alexandria to Shreveport and 
verywhere found the people ready to 
w him. At the former place he 
ive |200 for a church lot 106ft. square 
on it had erected a temporary build- 
winch is not now large enough for 
P congregation. He has now 100 
;^taB, 60 converts, tO jsunday school 
and a flourishing day school. 
Wthe head of the 10th question 
| J i tnediscipline— Who are the Elders? 

\„ u n ewman and Revs. Brake- 
t* , McDonald and Henry, severally, 

^on the labors of the past year 
B T ted ? nsiderable P'ogrejs l: 
Jj^^had the supervision 

,, J Jf*. ot Mississippi, and had 
Ink 1 i n £ the vear °ver 8,000 
|; f aC ( f over 200 sermons, de- 
i| "^100 speeches and address- 
, jt L r 7 k *%and Sabbath schools and 
• [ ^sembhes, and built 9 churches 
' ^ ;K Par8 ? nage8 ' aQd obtained 363 

' \o nf lowin ^ statistics: 

1 *tl mem n bers ' l > m i ^aths, 16: 

\ Su^ local preachers; 2? 

V^t? ,9( P robabl ° value, $2t,' 
; !tlA P 2r geS i 3 ' P robable value, 
"•<S^°°M; officers and 

V 20fl a l 101 * 18 ' U65; vols. 

\^ sub - 

;; t, ;}; *e Conference fixed the 
P'Wf fortU Conference ser- 



Missionary Sermon by Rev. N L 
Brakeman, Fir^t Street Church, 15th 
mat. at H P.M. ' / 

Centenary Sermon by Rev. Dr. New 
jj^n, *t Wesley Chapel, on Sunday at 

Conference adjourned at 8 P. M. * ' 



Second Day's Proceedings^ 



Conference met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, Dec. 15, at 10 A. M., Bishop Simp- 
son in the chair. The religious services 
were conducted by Rev. Dr. Newman 
and Rev. Hardy Ryan. 

The roll was called and the minutes 
of the previous session were read and 
approved. 

On motion, A. C. McDonald, W.M. 
Henry and E. Williams were appointed 
Conference Auditing Committee. By 
resolution, the Secretary of the Confer- 
ence was requested to purchase a jour- 
nal in which to record the proceedings 
of the Conference, and a collection of 
$11.50 was taken for the object. 

The question "Who remain on trial?" 
was resumed. The following persons 
gave an account of their work and were 
continued on trial: Hardy Ryan, Wm. 
Merrill, James M Bryant, Samuel Os- 
born and David Dibble. 

Dr. Eustis of the Congregational 
Church was introduced to the Confer- 
ence. 

Bishop Simpson, Dr. Newman and 
Rev. N. L. Brakeman, made remarks on 
the opposition which our ministers have 
experienced from the African M.E.jChurch 
in the South, and on the firm and chris- 
tian manner in which we should act un- 
der such circumstances. 

On motion, the following resolutions 
were adopted: 

Whereas, the Rev. H. G. Jackson,for- 
merly a member of this Conference and 
pastor of the Ames M. E. Church, in 
N. O., was one of the victims of the 
riots of July 30, in this city, and where- 
as, in consequence'of the wounds he re- 
ceived on that day, he was compelled to 
return to the North, therefore, 

1. Resolved, That the assualt on out 
beloved brother and fellow-laborer, on 
that day, was wholly unprovoked on hi# 
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•part, and that wo hereby condemn the 
iHme as s«'ch. 

> 2. Reeved, ^ratw* deeply regret 
that our dea* friend and co-worker, has 
<^een compelled to Lave up; we will 
however, che- : ^ his memory and cease 
not to offer up our prayers for his future 

got'. , 

3. Resolved, That a copy 01 these 
resoluthns ho transmitted to Brother 
Jackson. 

x On motion, Rev. W. M. Henry was 
\ ]ected Treasurer of the Conference. 
The following resolutions were offer- 
by Re v. N. L. Brakeman, and unanv 
\sly adopted . 

2 Resolved, By the members of the 
' | M. Conference, that we hereby ex- 
, tss our satisfaction at the meaner, 
Writ and ability with which the Neiv 
I Orleans Advocate has been conducted, 
and that we hereby pledge to it, our 
• sympathy and material support for the 
coming year. 

2. Resolved, That wherever among 
the families of our people there is one who 
can read, we will urge upon them the 
importance of taking the Nem Orleans 
Advocate. 

3. Resolved, That the members cf 
this Conference shall present the claims 
of the New; Orleans Advocate, and call 
for subscribers on the first Sunday af- 
ter reaching their charges. 

The above resolutions were warmly 
and eloquently advocated by Bishop 
Simpson, and the Rev.Messrs. Brakeman, 
Ross, Chinn, Green, Small, Williams, 
Merrill, Baker, Thompson, Holmes and 
Jackson. 

Judge Ames was introduced to the 
Conference. 

Committee on Church Statistics call- 
ed for reports from the several charges. 
Conference adjourned at 1:45 P. M. 



TMrcl I^ay's Proceedings* 

Conference met at the usual hour. 
Bishop Simpson in the chair. Minutes 
of the preceeding day were read and 
approved. 

Rev. Dr. Kirk of Boston, Hass., was 
introduced and addressed the Conference 
in substance as follows : 



I am pleased to meet you here M 
though of differnt churches, we are! 
fighting for the same Master. Yoo 
know that in an army there are many 
regiments ; they may not be a like as to 
numbers, the color of their uniform ot 
the number ot their buttons, but they 
are engaged in a common cause. You 
remember the twelve tribes of Israel, 
They had different names and localities 
but they belonged to the same God. So 
with us. Old things are passing awaj; 
and all things are becoming new. Your 
race is coming up. You remind me of 
the early Christian Church, when to 
were African Bishops, and we shall 
have them again. I liked the brother's 
prayer this morning, because there was 
no bitterness in it towards those - 
have been your oppressors. You can 
rise without feeling bitter towards 
them. I love the Savior's illustrate 
of the vine, and no matter whether 1 
vine grows in the North or intheSe 
the sap is the same. I have a vine i^ 
garden at home, and I have often tafej 
the microscope and looked at the vindfi 
and I have seen how the branch grow 
into the vine and the vine into thej 
branch. But I have also seen thelittld 
bugs there which destroy the connec- 
tion between the ^branch and the vin 
Look out for the little foxes which dc 
stroy the vine. 

Remember that the closet is tli 
place to get strength. Without thi 
you will be weak as rags. To be stroii| 
in the closet is to be strong in the pji 
pit. When an eminent minister wa 
asked to send a message to some youiij 
ministers, he said, "Tell them to remeii 
ber, that every soul is a dying soul. 
Try to impress souls for eternity. Tim 
is short. Your work is hard, but Go< 
is your strength. 

Rev. Mr Palmer also addressed tl 
Conference. 

The Bishop then called for recon 
mendations for Local Deacons' orders 
when the following persons were 
elected : 

From the Mississippi District, The 
Anderson, Miles Proctor, Robert Co 
man, Thomas Brotvn, Lev Baker, "W 
Ham Holmes, George Dobson, Talbi 
Gibbs, Anthony Williams, Windi 
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Battir, J»A» F. FeBaer and Mos«s 
Adams. 

From the Opelousas District: Edward 
Jackson, Leopold Bebolet and Kbenezer 
Hayward. 

From the New Orleans District : Rob- 
ert Hodge, Eugene P. Royal, and James 

Rev.R. K. Diossy, recommended 8. 
i Small for Elders' orders, but he hav- 
ing been a Deacon on trial in the Con- 
ference but one 'year, h^. ,was declared 
inelligible. I v 

The Committee on the Religious won. 
ditions of the South reported, and after 
an able and lengthy discussion, the re- 
port was amended, adopted and ordered 
M 



BEPORT OF THB COMMITTEE OX THE RELIGIOUS 
CONDITION OF THE SOUTH. 

The Southern Church exhibits in a 
utrikini tanner the effects of an erro- 
^fcivii polity, and of the adverse' 

• fences which have gathered under 
, ^at system. The great crime of slave- 

» its dark seal on' all the insti- 
ll"* South, blighting its pros- 
| :«teri .clogging all the wheels of 
,,0 ™s, has, in a special manner, left 
V? on the morals,, the teach- 
S^f the churches formed 
Vfluence. I n itself a 
Y^er than pen can 
>aint, it has low- 
£n where it has 
social and public 
fyted to a large de- 
forms of Christianity, 
friry into the condition 
ft churches reveals the sad 
k'thp ^.^reat extent they have 

^PDlvil , \ ave Mutably failed of 

* " g / tle P^ple the purifying 

^tne dlrL ame f sure the light has 
Cd ? e8Mhefine gold has been 



Sefn e i PO r er ^ fa Pu°re" christia^i- 
P in the ?~ ' tbe 8ad effects are 



ignorance and persecuting 

rll^ and in 

J intemperance, profanity and 
* abounding throughout the 



wiith. ■Thpi.n - lurou gnout the 

ao ^m this region by our church; 



a work that no denomination now in the 
field is effectually doing or can do, and 
a work which must be done or this vast, 
productive region will become a moral 
desolation and a scourge to the nation. 
And yet there seems little hope of being- 
able immediately to accomplish much 
for the white population. They are for 
the most p$«rt hostile to our movements. 
The minis- ■> especially are exceedingly 
embittered aga.ast us, and though uu- 
:-oU /jr uuwiihifg themselves to lead off 
in measures ess^i iui to the moral and 
religious cdevatiou of the people, are 
utterly opposed to receiving any aid 
from us in the work of lifting up the 
standard of righteousness in these mor- 
al wastes. 

But while the door to the whites is to 
a certain extent closed, there is a field 
of rich promise, and which, for the pres- 
ent, will tax the full energies of our 
church, opening among the freedmen of 
this land. The religious destitution 
among them is very great. Long cut 
off from access to the Word of God ; 
debarred by duel laws from leariing 
to read it for themselves ; their own 
preachers, though called of ixod, forbid- 
den by an oppressive proscription to 
exercise the functions of the christian 
ministry, taught by white ministers to 
yield to the immoralities of an accursed 
institution, accustomed to the blasphe- 
my which taught that God has yielded 
bis sanction to the vilest system of hu- 
man iniquity, we may almost wonder 
that, under the pressure of wrong, they 
did not yield to despair, and in their 
sad night of sorrow give up the gospel 
hope. It was unavoidable that much 
ignorance and immorality should prevail 
among their people, and that of those 
who embraced Christianity the pure 
standard of gospel morality should be 
reached by comparatively few. 

By a wonderful Providence all this 
people are now accessible to gospel ef- 
fort The clouds which so long hung 
above them have been scattered, and 
rejoicing in their new found liberty 
many of them are realizing their obliga- 
tions vo that Being who has interposed 
In their behalf. While so large a por- 
tion of the white j eople turn from us in 
bitter scorn, they gladly welcome p,- 
efforts. No agency that can new :. f acq 
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them seems in all respects so well 
adapted to their wants as the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Other denominations, however, are 
not idle. The African M. E. Church is 
putting forth all her strength and has 
preferred her claim for exclusive poss- 
ession of this field. Willingly admit- 
ting, as we do, their full right to do all 
they can to meet the; great emergency, 
neither they nor we should be blind to 
the fact that by no possibility of effort 
can they accomplish one twentieth of 
the work necessary to be done. They 
are deficient in the men, the means, the 
educational facilities, and, as we fefrT, 
the proper stringency of moral require- 
ment the self-sacrificing zeal and un- 
tiring labors so essential to pioneer 
work. A mountain of ignorance is to be 
lifted, the iron bars of prejudice made 
to yield, an impetuous torrent of vice 
rolled back and a whole race lifted to 
the heights of christian manhood. Ut- 
terly inadequate of themselves for such 



her plans, more thorough in organiza- 
tion, more determined in purpose, mora 
energetic in action, more crafty in meas- 
ures and richer in money than all the 
Protestant Churches combined, is the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is no secret 
that the Romish Hierarchy is resolved 
on an earnest and general effort to oft. 
set the waning power of that church in 
the Old World by vast acquisitions in 
the New. Strangely indifferent to the 
condition of the black man as a slave 
her/Vewd leaders are profoundly ear- 
nest to avail themselves of his full pow- 
er when free. That church is directing 
her mighty machinery to tell on the 
colored people. She will establish 
schools, aid the poor, visit the sick, 
take care of the orphan, inculcate her 
peculiar dogmas, and display to full 
advantage all her imposing cercmouies. 
But, alas, with all these she is too sad- 
ly destitute of piety, too far astray from 
evangelical Christianity to be trusted 
.with this work. 



a work we 'regret to add, as an audi- Vf The agency that is to elevate * 
tional source of disability, the identifi-ftfreednien ^r.cturmsh not only schoo 
cation sought by that church with the* Jor their children, asylums for 



M. E. Church South, and their disposi- 
tion to unite with the bitterest enemies 
of their race in opposing a liberty-loving 
church and placing themselves in array 
against the very measures which, under 
Divine Providence, secured to the col- 
ored people the boon of emancipation. 
They have, with deliberate choice, 
placed themselves with the relentless 
foes of their people and thus invite the 
doom of churches that have been false 
to civil and religious liberty. 

The M. E. Church South still pro- 
claims herself the best friend of the* 
colored race, and is making renewed^ 
efforts to retain them within her fold. — i 
Impelled by the action of pur owj 
church, the late General Conference so 
far yielded its prejudices as to recom- 
mend the licensing of Local Preachers 
and even proposed under certain cir- 
cumstances their elevation to orders. 
We rejoice at this, as we do -at every 
advance step in the path of progress, 
but that church has not yet placed her- 
self where she can command the confi- 
dence and support of the freedmen. 

More powerful than either of the or- 
ganizations named, more sagacious in 



poor and orphans, and assistance and 
encouragement to industry, but a pure 
form of Christianity. What t r 
first of all is a present 
salvation through the 
pure gospel of Chris 
the Bible stahda^ 1 
holy living. In \ 
in their history G6\ 
ing the hearts of . 
vital and working en 
their help Without s 
way of evangelical effort by u 
the M. E. Church presents, as we iuiJ! 
greater encouragement to the freedmen 
than any other church in the land. God 
has blessed her with abundant wealth, 
a numerous membership, a zealous rain 
istry and with great evangelical power 
The present is her great centennial 
year. When looking back over the 
past, recounting the mercies received, 
reviewing her triumphs and uttering 
her notes of thanksgiving, she turns to 
the future, and easting her eye over the 
broad field prepares for still higher ef- 
forts. By a grand coincidence, just ai 
the morning drum of the new centur) 
sounds the long roll that calls to tin 
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last great moral fight which is to win 
the world for Christ, there is suddenly 
spread before us as by special interpo- 
sition a vast region from which the rod 
of the oppressor has just been lifted. — 
That field invites our occupation, and 
to it, fresh from the glory lields of the 
past, American Methodism is hastening'. 
She gives of her men and her money 
and sends with them her wishes and 
her prayers. To the freedmen her com- 
ing is as the dawn of light, the trump 
of a glad jubilee and the herald of a 
brighter era. 

We would offer for adoption the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1. Besolved, That in the pressing- 
necessities of the freedmen and the won- 
derful and sudden opening to the M. E. 
Church of a vast field for her operations 
we discern the finger of Providence 
pointing out the path of duty ; and in 
the ample means and peculiar adaption 
of our church to this pioneer work we 
have a clear manifestation of the pro- 
priety and necessity of her taking the 
load in religious movements in the 
South. 

2, Resolved, That in the great issue 
between Protestantism and Catholicism 
upon this continent we owe it to the 
Christianity of our land to contribute 
our full share toward the education and 
general elevation of the freedmen, and 
tna tasameans to this end we most 
cordially commend and wilt heartily co- 

with the Freedtnan's Aid So- 
cl etyoftheM. E. Church. 
Kespccfully submitted, 

A. C. McDonald, 
W. M. Henry, 
Scott Chinn. 

J^' Dr - Newman, President of the 
Biblical Institute submitted 

the following report: 

0P TH E THOMSON BIBLICAL INSTITUTE. 

Jie Th oms0 n Biblical Institute was 
0 2 2ed by the Mississippi Mission 
£ Tit 1 it8first session, held in 
It is {° f .^ w0 ^ans,Dec.25, 1865. 
j*. specially designed for the educa- 

Cbur ( ;? lore ? listers of the M. E. 
^ 1, though -color" is by no means 
asaTt ff W lific ation for admission 
8 ^dent. In accordance with the 



provisions of the Constitution, a Board 
ln ^ees was elected by the Confer- 
ence. This Board immediately made 
the necessary arrangements for putting 
the institute in practical operation and 
accordingly it began its first session on 
the 16th of January, 1866, since which 
time it has been quietly but steadilv 
engaged in its appropriate work. 

Before proceeding farther with the 
history of this Institution it may be 
well to give some more definite ac- 
count of the nature and plan of its or- 
ganization. 

It is located in the city of New Or- 
leans. Here is to be the great rallying 
point of our church in the South. There 
are more colored Methodists in New Or- 
leans now than in any other city on the 
continent, and the number is rapidly 
increasing. At no place would the 
young preachers have so good opportu- 
nities for learning the practical duties 
of their calling as they will have here; 
and this city is easily accessible from 
every point in the South. 

The Trustees are elected by the Con- 
ference, and continue in office at the 
pleasure of the same. A majority of 
the Trustees must also be members of 
the Conference. The Institute is for the 
education of preachers, most of whom 
will doubtless become members of this 
Conference, and it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that they will understand its work- 
ings best, and feel most interested in 
its welfare, and therefore it is proper 
that the Conference should share large- 
ly in its management. 

Articles VII and VIII, which define 
the qualifications necessary for admis- 
sion and the course of study to be pur- 
sued, we give entire: 

ARTICLE TO. 

" Such persons only shall be received 
as students in this Institute as have al- 
ready acquired the rudiments of an 
English education, are members of the 
M. E. Church, give satisfactory evidence 
of their determination to devote them- 
selves to the work of the ministry, and 
are recommended by a Quarterly Con- 
ference. Students may each receive 
such assistance from the funds of the 
Institution as the President of the In- 
stitute may direct. 
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ARTICLE Till. 

"The course of study prescribed in our 
Book of Discipline, with such additions 
or modifications as the Faculty may 
deem proper, shall be the course pur- 
sued in this Institute* 

It is intended that the applicants for 
admission shall, at least, be able to 
read tolerably fluently; and while the 
standard must be low at present in or- 
der to admit any at all, it is designed 
to give a more comprehensive interpre- 
tation to the exprssion, " rudiments of 
tin English education/' in proportion as 
the advantages of freedom afford to the 
young colored men opportunities for 
obtaining knowledge of a general na- 
ture elsewhere. 

As the special object of the Institute 
is to educate men for the ministry of 
the M. E. Church, it is thought proper 
to require some assurance that they in- 
tend to engage in this work. It is also 
provided that students may receive as- 
sistance from the funds of the Institute 
at the discretion of the President, this 
provision is absolutely necessary at 
present, but it is to bo hoped that in a 
lew years assistance of this kind will 
be required by very few, if any. The 
course of study prescribed by our Book 
of Discipline is made the basis of that 
to be pursued in this Institute. Con- 
sidering the object of the Institute, it 
is thought that a course of study more 
practical and at the same time more 
comprehensive could not easily be form- 
ed. A catalogue of scientific studies 
and classical authors might be more 
imposing in appearance, but it was 
deemed best to begin with the more 
practical departments, and introduce 
the others when these have been mas- 
tered. At present there is great need 
that the fundamental doctrines of Chris- 
tianitay should be taught. It is in vain 
to attempt to give scholastic polish to 
men who have arrived at mature years 
without having more than learned to 
spell out the s.mple sentences of Holy 
Writ, but they may be made capable of 
understanding for themselves and ex- 
plaining to their hearers the essential 
doctrines of Christianity. Occasionally 
one will surpass expectation, and be- 
come learned, even after half a lifetime 
spent in ignorance, but it is useless to 



make geueral proyiiion for ^eptional 
cases. These individuals will "rind a 
way or make one." 

The Trustees of the First street M. 
Church kindly offered their church for 
the present use of the Institute, and, as 
above* stated, the first session began 
January, 16, 1866. Only three students 
were present the first day, but the num- 
ber soon increased to eight or ten, and 
has continued about thus until the pres- 
ent. The demand for preachers, occa- 
sioned by the rapid increase of the 
work in the various parts of the Confer- 
ence has been so urgent that we have 
been compelled to send out the most ad- 
vanced of our students, after a very 
brief training indeed. This constant 
drain upon the Institute, almost from 
its very commencement, will 'account 
for the small number in average attend- 
ance, while it also show's the great ne- 
cesity for an institution of th's kind. 

The daily routine has thus far been 
. xceedingly simple. The plan pursu- 
ed is as follows: A hymn is sung by the 
class; prayer is then offered, sometimes 
by the teacher, sometimes by one of the 
students. After this, the class read 
their Scripture lesson, consisting of a 
chapter in the New Testament, and are 
examined upon it very much after the 
style of a Bible class exercise in Sab- 
bath school, only more minutely, being 
required to give the definition of the 
words used in the text, as w r ell as the 
general meaning. In this way the class 
have read the Gospd of Matthew, the 
Acts' of the Apostles, PauVs letter to Tim- 
othy and Peter's General Epistles. 

After the Scripture lesson the Disci- 
pline is taken up, and a half hour spent 
in the examination of some portion of 
its contents. The design of this is not 
only that the students may be familiar 
with our Articles of Religion, General 
Kules, etc., but also with the plan of 
Cnurch government and the duties and 
privileges of the various officers in the 
Church. Lessons in spelling and writ- 
ing are also given, and a course of lec- 
tures upon the doctrines and evidences 
of Christianity, and also upon Church 
history and various other departments 
of knowledge, with wdiich their limited 
reading has not made them familiar.— 
The students have, without exception, 



made commendable progress, and the}' 
certainly fully appreciate the advanta- 
ges now afforded them through the lib- 
erality of the "Old Mother Church. 7 ' 
During the present term which com- 
menced on the 3d day of September last, 
three additional students have been ad- 
mitted, making sixteen in all that have 
received instruction the past year. 

In addition to the studies pursued at 
the first term, instruction has been giv- 
en in Arithmetic, in Elocution, and in 
Watson's Biblical Institutes. The pro- 
ficiency made, especially in the last 
named text book, is peculiarly gratify- 
ing. The students manifest an earnest 
desire for improvement. When obliged 
to spend a portion of their time in man- 
ual labor some have risen as early as 
3 and i o'clock in the morning to pre- 
pare for their recitations. 

In this way much good we trust has 
been accomplished, but we are convin- 
ced that if we intend to meet the de« 
upon us in this vast region for 
"int ministers we must greatly 
the numbers in attendance and 
m them the necessary means for im- 

S\ We 8hould > if P^sible, 
5 g* he Institute with increased fa- 

Hi * ? ecufcin & "8 mission. Our 

2L ♦ V however ' 8hould now be di- 
tto obtain suitable students for 

Jo^year. This work must de- 

cS^ ,y £? the mini8ters of °™ 
J erences, We especially need prom- 

SS?? f0r stud ^ ts < Those 



0Ve nt& rSOf ^ e - The'yha'v^afl 
We S* l and instructed. 



^Krfh? d ^ nfrom avaiiin s- 

stitute I ! he P rmle ges of the In- 
n otmerelvf! We .u must make Provision 
present w the . emer gencies of the 
*e vean ? aS Wlse men Prepare for 

for wardo,n. futurewe m ust bring 
sball havp , ^°^ n ^ that when wo 
from the p!n! e l° Urpart and retired 
COl »e after ^ enera tion that shall 

8 H men tl S . hal i *> e ^stored to by 
PropbfeS 1 !l? d ' n this sch ool of thi 
for *ard : (£ ?ii ab ? e t0 take UP and push 
Permitted tn g i° n ? UB work we ha ™ been 



Sai^ %^^ ^ dwe sha11 tb "s 
tram a class of ministers that shall 

shine as eaders among the colored peo- 
ple of the South. By this means we 
shall make the Thomson Biblical InsTf- 
tute a mighty agency in carrying for- 
ward the great work we have com- 
menced to a successful and Morions 
consummation. 

We would offer for adoption the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

1 . Resolved, That we heartily com- 
mend the Thomson Biblical Institute to 
the confidence of the preachers and peo- 
ple m the bounds of our work in tho 
South-west. 

2. Resolved, That our presiding el- 
ders be instructed to inquire in each 
Quarterly Conference for persons suita- 
ble to be recommended as students to 
the Biblical Institute, and that they in- 
struct our people everywhere in the 
objects of the Institute and the privi- 
leges it offers to candidates for the 
christian ministry. 

3. Resolved, That all our preachers 
and people be recommended to seek for 
the best young men in the church and 
encourage such as feel called to the 
ministry and give evidence of capacity 
and desire for improvement to attend 
the Institute. 

J] P. Newman. 



Annual Report of the Treasurer of 
the Thomson Biblical Institute for 
1866 : 

Institute, Cr. 

By appropriation from Miss. Soe $6,000 00 

Institute, Dr. 

To Discount on Appropriation $ 50 00 

" Books and Stationery 25 05 

'* Aid given to Chas. Downs 41 00 

" «« " Evans Green 160 00 

" E. Hay ward 48 00 

" " Dan'l Gregory 20 00 

" Fletcher Chinn 138 00 

" E. Brooks; 196 00 

« M " James Davis 200 00 

" f< M E. Jackson 12 00 . 

'< " Jas. Hay ward 114 00 

" " Eugene Royal 90 00 

" " Wesley Johnson 40 00 

" Felix Lander 32 00 

« Chafl. Washington..,.. 20 00 

" •* " Jowpfc Gould ... 250 00 
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For Salary paid Rev. J.P.Newman f I)D^00000 

$2,430 05 

Balance remaining in Treasury Jan, 

1st, 1867 : §2,ob» » 

Geo. W. Ames, Treasurer. 
On motion, the Constitution of ihv 
Institute was so amended as to require 
an annual report to the Conference. 

The question, "Who are admitted on 
trial?" was then taken up and the fol- 
lowing persons were admitted: E. P. 
Royal, John Goodwin, Miles Proctor, 
Evans Green, Ebenezer Hay ward, Thos. 
Anderson, James Hayward, Edward 
Jackson, Talbott Gibbs, Joseph Gould, 
Lev Baker, James Davis, Wm. Holmes, 
G. E. Brooks. 

On motion of Rev. N. L. Brakeman 
the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That hereafter we have in 
Annual Conference Sermon, at each 
session of the Conference. 

Conference adjourned at 2 :45 P. M. 



Fourth Day's Proceedings, 

The Conference met Dec. 15, at 10 A- 
M., and at the request of Bishop Simp- 
son, Rev. R. K. Diossy conducted the 
devotional exercises. The minutes of 
previous session were read and ap- 
proved. Rev. W. N. Darnell was intro- 
duced to the Conference. 

The Bishop placed the following do- 
cument in the hands of the Secretary to 
be recorded in the Conference minutes : 

I hereby certify that on yesterday 
Sabbath, December 16th, I ordained as 
Deacons the following brothers, viz : 
Thomas Anderson, Miles Proctor, Robert 
Coleman, Thomas Brown, Lev Baker, 
William Holmes, George Dobson, Tal- 
bott Gibbs, Anthony Williams, Windsor 
Butler, James F. Fanner, Moses Adams, 
Edward Jackson, Leopold Bibolet, 
Ebenezer Haquard, Robert Hodge, 
Eugene P. Royal, and James Haquard. 
December It, 1866. 

M. Simpson. 



On motion, Dr. Newman was request- 
ed to furnish a copy of his able Centen- 
ary Sermon for publication in the M, 
O. Advocate. 
Bishop Simpson, Or. Newman, and 
•Rev. Messrs. Diossy, Holmes, Bryant 
and Ryan, made remarks on the impor- 
tance of circulating our Church publica- 
tions. 

On motion, it was resolved that the 
minutes of the Conference be published 
in pamphlet form, and under the super- 
vision of Rev. Dr. Newman. 

Rev. A. C. McDonald moved that Rev. 
Dr. Newman be a committee to report 
on the condition of our Orphans 7 Home 
in this City; which was carried; where- 
on the committee submitted the follow- 
ing report and resolutions which were 
adopted: 

REPORT OF THE ORPHANS' HOME. 

The tears of a child affected the heart of 
a queen. 0, sweet eloquence of nature! more 
potent to the heart of Pharaoh's daughter 
were the tears of the infant Moses than the 
stern command of her royal father ; for though 
at a glance she saw it was a child of the He- 
brews, yet she " had^compassion on him."— 
Far less fortunate are the children in whose 
behalf we plead. True, they are the offspring 
of bondsmen, but their parents are DEAD.— 
No loving Jochabed prepares for them a little 
ark; no sisterly Miriam watches over the float- 
ing cradle of their infancy. But we may be 
to them what Pharaoh's daughter was to Mo- 
ses. We can rescue them from early death; 
we can provide for them a home, and extend 
to them the advantages of religion, education 
and industry. And who knows but we may 
be be God's instrument to raise up another 
Moses, whose learning, goodness and useful- 
ness shall command the affections of a whole 
race. Under all circumstances, childhood ap- 
peals to our better nature ; its helplessness 
excites our sympathies, its dangers alarm our 
fears, its future awakens our solicitude. But 
0, how much stronger are those appeals when 
they come faom the orphanage of childhood! 
No mother to love them, no father to protect, 
them, no sister to watch over them. The 
cries of orphans appeal to us. Will we not 
heed their cries? Will we not provide for 
them a home ? Will we not fill their hearts 
with joy, and bless their future with radiant 
hope ! 

j We who are parents should remember that 
our precious children may soon be orphans 
Then should we " do unto others as we would 
have others do unto us." 

The Orphans* Horn© Society incorporated in 
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ttocitj of New Orleans, October 14, 1866. 
8uch in Institution, in any large o ommunity, ia 
always a necessity, and more especially so in 
(Mi city, a large portion of whose population 
has just emerged from slavery into a state of 
freedom. Poor themselves, the freedmen can- 
not provide 1 homes for their orphans. These 
little helpless ones must be cared for by strang- 
ers. To do this is pre-eminently the work of 
the Christian Church. Her duty is plain. She 
is bound by her faith to provide for the physi- 
cal comfort and the moral and intellectual cul- 
ture of homeless childhood. As is the child- 
hood, so is the manhood of a race. Much has 
been done for the education of the children of 
the freedmen, and much remains to be accom- 
plished. But what has been done for the or- 
phans of this race just raised to a state of free- 
dom? As a rule, the parents who still live, 
can and will provide for their offspring, but to 
whom shall this army oforphas.s look for food 
and shelter? Who shall bring them up in the 
''nurture and admonition of the Lord?" Since 
the dateof the Proclamation of Emancipation 
thousands of parents have died, and not a few 
fathers have fell in defence of their country's 
cause A fe W of their parentless children are 
provided for by the Freedmen's Bureau, but 
housandsofthem are wandering homelessly 
throughourstreets, begging their daily bread 
«J growing up in vice and ignorance. 

T3b» purchase a farm and erect th ™*- 

2l!f^** ShaU be aecessarv for the 
ZW 10 " 1 ° f the 0P - Dhaus - ThJ general 

Z d S GS; 1Q th03e branches of knowledge 

nDute t0 tfl e support of the Home. 

Jh1?T seve nty.fiy e orphans in 
tlnf^ 1 ^ ^teachers to carb for 
inaiiTTl tthe childrcn arG livi ^ 

cared \ f a must soon 1)8 se " 
wneronl i of the enterprise has 
U ^^? f d0nated ^0,000 for the pur, 
^5S3 4 t ^ ^e«on of the 
care thiJ! W thereon ; but to se " 
riiustbeaddi S Gnt donation , $20,000 
tothA flk? r ' For this sum we appeal 
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PfSCm* * 01!,HAN ' S B0MB SOCIETY. 

Bei tkno na ' Pari ^ of Orleans. I 
IS I ?fe n tbia -seventh day 

Ht *U* Parish a No tary Public, 

and City of Ni>w Orleans, 



duly commissioned and qualified, and in m ea 
enoe of the witnesses hereinafter namedand 
undersigned, personally came and appearel 
John P. Newman, D. D., William M.Henry, Rev 
Henry G. Jackson, William Jay, Rev. Richard 
K. D lossy, Wm. B. Armstrong and Rev. Scott 
Churn, who, for themselves, their associates 
and successors, did declare their intention to 
iorm.and by this Act do form a Body (Corporate 
and Politic in Law,for tb'e purpose of ex ^tf 
all the pow 2 rs,and enjoying all the privileges of 
such body, corporat e, pursuant to the urn vis- 
ions of an Act of the Legislature of this State 
for the organization of corporations for charita- 
ble p.nd other purposes, approved March 14 
1655; with the following Arfictes, to-wit: 

First— The name of this Corporation shall be 
"The Orphan's Home Society." 

Second— The domicile of the Corporation 
shall be in the City of New Orleans, State of 
Louisiana. 

Third— The object of this Corporation shall 
be to provide a Home for Orphans, and it shall 
be under the auspices of the Mississippi Mis- 
sion Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church 

Fourth— The officers of the Society shall be a 
Pres ; dent, one or more Vice Presidents, Cor- 
responding and Recording Secretary, a Treas- 
urer and a Board of Manager?, consisting cf 
nine persons, three of whom shall be gentlemen 
atid six shnll be ladies. The President, Corres- 
ponding Secretary, Treasurer, and two-thirds 
of the Board of Managers shall be members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. The officers 
shall be elected annually on the Second Mon- 
day of January. 

Fifth — Any person may become an annual 
member by the yearly payment of One Dollar. 
xAny person may become a life member by the 
payment of Twenty-Five Dollars. Any person 
may become a patron of the society by the pay- 
ment of Fifty Dollars. 

Sixth — All citations, legal notices, or pro- 
cesses, of any description, affecting the inter- 
ests of the Society, snail I e served on the Pres- 
ident or the Recording Secretary. 

Thus done mid passed in my office, at New 
Orleans, aforesaid, on the date first above writ- 
ten, in the presence of Stephen S. Fish and 
Wright R. Fish, competent wirnesses,who here- 
unto sign their names with the parties and me 
the said Notary. 

ORIGINAL SIGNED: 

JOHN. P. NEWMAN, 
H. G. JACKSON, 
R. K. DIOSsY, 
SCOTT CHINN, 
W. M. HENRY, 
WM. JAY, 

W. B. ARMSTRONG, 
rg. S. FISH 
and 

[ W. R. FISH. 

HENRY C. DIBBLE, 

Notary. 

[Five Cent Internal Revenue Stamp affixed.] 



Witnesses 
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I Having examined the forgoing Act of Incor- 
poration?! am of opinion that the purposes .and 
objects of the same are legal, and that none of 
its provisions are contrary to law. I tnerefore 

ftP Tw me '0. H. LUZENBERG, . 
District Attorney of the First Judicial District, 

State of Louisiana. 
[Five Cent Internal Revenue Stamp affixed.] 

New Orleans, June 29, 1866. 

^OFFICE OF MORTGAGES.) 
The undersigned, Recorder of Mortgages for 
the Parish and City of New Orleans, State of 
Louisiana, certifies that the foregoing Act of ln- 
corportion has been this day recorded in this 
office, in Society Book, No. 6, Folio 171. 
(Signed] CHAS. B. LENES, 

1 Deputy Recorder 

New Orleans, July 3, 1866. 

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of 
the Act of Incorporation, with the approval of 
the District Attorney and the certificate of the 
Recorder of Mortgages non-extant in the Records 
of my office. 

HENRY C. DIBBLE, 

Notary Public. 

New Orleans, Oct. 14, I860. 



CONSTITUTION QV THE ORPHAN'S HOME SOCIETY. 

.Article 1— This Society shall be called « 'The 
Orphan's Home Society." 

Article 2— The object of this Society shall be 
to provide a home for Orphans, without regard 
to race, color or sect. 

Article 8— The Domicile of this Society shall 
be in the City of New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Article 4 — Any person may become an an- 
nual member of this Society by the payment of 
one dollar 'per annum; a life member by the 
payment of twenty-five dollars, and a patron by 
the payment of fifty dollars. 

Article 5— The Officers of this Society shall 
consist of a President, two Vice-Presidents, a 
Treasurer, a Corresponding [Secretary, a Re- 
cording Secretary and a Board of Managers 
consisting of nine persons, three of whom shall 
be gentlemen and six ladies. The President.. 
Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary and two- 
thirds of the Board of Managers shall be mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Cbureh. Ail 
officers of the Society shall be ex- officio mem- 
bers of the Board of Managers. 

Article 6 — It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to preside at all meetings of the Society, 
and in his absence one of the Vice-Presidents 
shall preside. In their absence it shall be the 
duty of the Society to % appoint a President pro- 
tern. 

Artioles 7 — It shall be the duty of the Treas- 



urer to receive all moneys of the Society and 
deposit the same in such place as the Board of 
Managers may direct; also to pay all bills the 
Board of Managers shall authorize to be paid 
and he shall give such security as the Board of 
Managers shall require. 

Art f cle 8.— It shall be the duty of the Cones- 
ponding Secretary to conduct, the correspon- 
dence of the Society, and the duty of the Re- 
cording Secretary to keep a correct record ot 
the proceedings of the Society, and also to be 
the custodian of such records. 
—Article 9— It shall be the duty of the Board 
o7 Managers to adopt such measures as shall be 
necessary for the efficiency and prosperity of 
the Society, and it shall also be their duty to 
direct what shall be tho religious and intellec- 
tual instruction of t he orphans and what branch- 
es of industry shall be taught them. 

Article 10 — The annual meeting of this Society 
shall be held on the second Mondny of Janu- 
ary, at which meeting the officers of th« 
Society for the ensuing year shall be elected. 
All vacancies occurring during the year shall 
be filled by the Board of Managers. 

Article 11 — This Constitution may be amend- 
ed on recommendation of the Board of Mana- 
gers, and by a two-thirds majority vote of all 
the members present at any annual meeting. 

New Orleans, July 7th, 1866. 

At a meeting of the Orphan's Home Society, 
held this evening at the Bible House, No. lt>8 
Camp street, after the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion of the Society, the members proceeded to 
the election of its officers for the ensuing yeav, 
with the following results : 

HON. II. K. HOWEL.L, 

President. 
HON. MICHAEL HAHN, 
v - Vice President. 

W. B. ARMSTRONG, 

Treasurer. 
Dlt. E. H. HARRIS, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
MRS. J. S. WALTON, 

Recording Seeretary. 



n O Alt D 01' M A N AG £ BS, 

MRS. J P NEWMAN, 
MADAM LOUISE DeMORTIE, 
MRS. HENRY GREEN, 
MRS. L. M. RICHARDSON, 
MRS. L. B. WHITMORE, 
MRS. W. B. ARMSTRONG. 
REV. J. P. NEWMAtf, 
REV. N. L. BRAKEMAN, 
REV. JOSEPH JOHNSON. 



COMMIT FEE ON FINANOK. 

REV. J. P. NEWMAN, 
HON. R. K. HOWELL. 
W. B. ARMSTRONG, 
MADAM LOUISE DeMORTIE, 
N. L. BRAKEMAN. 
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In conclusion your Oommittee oflcr 
tk following resolutions: 

1, Resolved, That we accept in trust 
the Orphans' Homo Society in this city. 

2. Resolved, That each member of 
this Conference shall take up an annual 
collection at the second Quarterly Con- 
ference of each year for the supportof 
said Asylum; and that said collections 

■ shall be remitted by the presiding el- 
ders to Captain W. B. Armstfong t Trees- 
urcr of the society. 
Rev. A. 0. McDonald moved that the 



Rev. N. L. Brakeman be requested to 
furnish a copy of the Annual Missionary 
Sermon, preached before 'this Confer- \ 
once, for publication in the JST. O. Advo- 
cate. Carried. 

At the request of Bishop Simpson, the 
following persons (who had been re- 
ceived on trial) gave an account of 
their pastoral work : Brothers Royal, 
< Goodwin, Proctor, Green, Hayward, An- 
derson, Jackson, Gibbs and Holmes. 

Rev, R, K. Diossy, Chairman of the 
Committee on Church Statistics, made 
the following report: 
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After the above report had been ac- 
cepted, Bishop Simpson addressed the 
Conference on the importance of accu- 
rately and faithfully carrying out all 
the provisions of the discipline ot the 

church. _ f 

Conference adjourned at 2 1 . M. 

Flftli Day's FroceetUngs. 

Conference met Dec. 18, at 9 A. M. 
The mornincr devotions were lead by 
the Rev. W. M. Henry. Minutes ot the 
11th inst. were read and approved. 

On behalf of the Committee on the 
State of the Country, Rev. N. L. Brake- 
man presented the subjoined report 
which was adopted: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF 
THE COUNTRY. 

The delations of the church to ciyil 
government are clearly defined m the 
Bible. Both are of God. The mission 
of the church is to spread holiness 
through the land, and to that work no 
government car* safely be indnffeyent, 
for "righteousness exhalteth a nation, 
while sin, oppression, injustice and vice 
will ruin any people. The church s 
mission is general and specific— to the 
world, to each individual. She must 
pray for all that a*re in authority and 
rebuke sin in high places, as well as to 
comfort the feeble-minded, and preach 
the gospel to the poor. To the s niul 
nation she must speak with a warning 
voiee and make her appeal as in the 
days of the Prophets; while to the per- 
sonal offender she must "preach Jesus 
ana\the Resurrection" and "seasnn of 
righteousness, temperance and judg- 



mei$; to come," and enforce Bible mora 
ity till he shall fear and tremble as did 
a Felix, or feel and confess as did an 
Agrippa in the days of the Apostles. 
Her appeal must be to the national as 
well as the individual conscience, quick- 
ening it and purging it from dead works 
to serve the living God, teaching na- 
tions and governments that they must 
be pure, that they may dwell in peace 
and unity and be prosperous and per- 
manent. 

Such being the relation and duty of 
the Church to the State, she cannot 
apologize for having reproved, rebuked 



and exhorted, with all long suffc^g 
and doctrine, sins and sinners in 
places. Much less can she consent 
that her messengers shall be dumb and 
her pulpits silent on any subject per- 
taining to public morals. On all these 
it becomes her to speak as one having 
authority. No individual, no P a W^° 
corporation, state or nation should be 
allowed to escape her watch-care, her 
wise counsel, and, if need be, her with- 
ering rebuke. The deeper and darker 
the evil scheme, the more deadly and 
wide spread the immorality, the louder 
the call upon the church for line upon 
line and precept upon precept, till the 
iniquity ceases and wrong is righted 
She must be true to herself and civil 
government— to God and Ca?sar— ren- 
dering to each their portion in due sea- 
son. . 

The church, thus contributing to the 
weal of the civil government, has a 
right to claim its protection. That pro- 
tection, it is our duty to say, we have 
not had in the South. The enemies of 
the church and the government have 
mobbed our ministers, burned our 
churches, interrupted our religious ser- 
vices and restrained our religious priv- 
ileges. These things ought not so to be, 
and we call upon the government to 
see that they are no longer permitted. 
We offer the following resolutions: 

1. Besolucd, That while we must 
speak out and condemn the persecutions 
against us in the past, we are gratified 
at the manifestation of a better spirit 
upon the part of those who have hither- 
to opposed us and our work, and trust 
that days of violence and bloodshed are 
ended, and that henceforth we may 
dwell in peace and safety in this land. 

2. Resolved, That we call upon the 
general government to see to it that 
the inalienable rights proclaimed and 
established by our fathers, and engraft- 
ed by them in the Constitution of the 
"United States, and reasserted by the 
nation upon the battle-field and at the 
balloi-box, be guaranteed to all, and 
that our citizens of every color and 
clime be protected in their persons, 
property, business, life, liberty and re- 
ligion. 

3. Resolved, That in viaw of our r* 
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to the colored people of this 
country we repeat to them our instruc- 
tions of last yea*: We counsel the 
freedmen everywhere throughout the 
country to banish all erroneous and 
strange notions, instilled into their 
minds by impracticable men, concern- 
ing their own destiny and the purposes 
of the government towards them, wc 
exhort them not to depend upon the 
bounty of others but upon their own 
strong hands for support. We enjoin 
upon them to procure at once employ- 
ment for the coming year, to remain in 
the country where their services are 
most needed, to observe fidelity in their 
contracts, to be diligent in business and 
to lead quiet and peaceable lives in all 
Godliness and honesty. And we say- 
to the government and the country that 
by the intelligence we shall labor to 
disseminate among this people, the mo- 
rality we shall enjoin upon them, and 
the influence for good which we hope to 
exert over them, we shall endeavor to 
demonstrate to all that "Godliness is 
profitable to all things, having the prom- 
] 8e of the life which now is and of that 
which is to come." 



*• holved, That to our ministers 
we give the following instruction which 
% will be careful to obey: They will 
&0 inthe ¥rit of their Divine Master, 
™ _ feote themselves to preaching 
^t «id him crucified. They will be 
me J ot prudence as well as zeal, and 
! lU be a( Wsed to disown party con- 
Jcts, avoid personal strife, eschew sec- 
^ian controversies and adopt our an- 
ient motto, "The friends of all, the ene- 
of none!" While directing their 
^and chief attention to the sal- 
i!7 by Proclaiming the fun- 
^^ rf *egcipel f they 
oubtless have opportunities of 
s fi H the bodies as well as the 
;fc ^5 they^ find occasion 
J^tog indusl economy and 

>ZS: X *l V byU W upon the 



patient endurance of persecution for 
righteousness sake, and a diligent en- 
deavor to overcome evil with good. 

Rev. Dr. Newman submitted the fol- 
lowing report on Education, which was 
discussed and adopted: 

It is the remark of an eminent scholar 
that the M. E. Church has done more 
for academical education in this coun- 
try, than any other religious denomina- 
tion. Gracefully, yet humbly accepting 
the compliment as a fact, we should 
prove ourselves worthy of this accorded 
praise for our work in the past, by the 
ample provisions which we shall make 
for the future. By the Providence of 
God, a vast field is open before us in 
the South and as a church we are call- 
ed upon to repeat our educational his- 
tory and do in this section of our land 
what we have so successfully done in 
the North. 

A race is to be educated. Formed in 
the image of God, and endowed with 
those intellectual faculties common to 
man, four millions of Freedmen are 
looking to us for the means of mental 
culture. Long oppressed, with minds 
dwarfed by centuries of neglect, their 
progress in knowledge may be slow, 
but their eagerness to learn and the 
proficieney made by their children in 
their studies, are sufficient reasons why 
we should provide for them the means 
of education. Because of prejudice and 
poverty, the State may not extend to 
the children of the Freedmen, the ad- 
vantages of puplic schools; because of 
certain limitations, the FreedmenV Bu- 
reau cannot meet this great educational 
demand; because of their irresponsibili- 
ty to a central supervising head, per- 
sons who teach select or independent 
schools, should not be entrusted with 
this vast interest; therefore the church 
must meet this great and pressing want. 
And in view of the purposes and plans 
of the Roman Catholic Church to gain 
control of the colored people of the 
South, by establishing for them schools 
and churches, therefore, the Protestant 
Church of our country should hold the 
advance in this great movement. Hence 
we rejoice in the organization of the 
the Freedmen's Aid Society of the M. W. 



Church, the object of which is to furnish 

teachers for/the Freedmen. 

Therefore, in view'of the above facts, 

your Committee respectfully submit 

for adoption the following resolutions: 
1. Resolved, That each Quarterly 
Conference, within the bounds of the 
Mississippi Mission Conference, shall 
establish a % Parochial School in the 
church or churcnes under its jurisdic- 
tion, and such action shall be taken at 
the first Quarterly Conference in the 
year 1867. 

2 Resolved, That whenever the so- 
ciety is not able to employ a teacher, 
the preacher-in-charge shall teach three 
or more hours each day until such times 
as a teacher can be employed. 

3. Resolved, That the presiding el- 
ders of this Conference shall supervise 
the establishing of these schools"~and 
report on the same at the next session 
of this Conference. 

4. Resolved, That whenever a socie- 
ty cannot afford to employ a teacher in 
whole or in part, the presiding elder of 
the district, within whose limits said 
society is located, shall communicate 
said fact to the Freedman's Aid Society 
of the M. E. Church, and apply for a 
teacher or the means to employ one. 

5. Resolved, That the Secretary of 
the Conference shall communicate the 
action of this body to the Freedman's 
Aid Society, of the 1 M. E. Church, at Cin- 
cinnati. 

The question, "Who are admitted on 
trial ?" was resumed, when the follow- 
ing persons were admitted : Robert 
Hodge, John Jones, Jr., Moses Adams 
and James R. Fenner. 

On motion, the next annual session 
of the Conference is to be held in the 
Marais St. M. E. Church, New Orleans. 



Stewards' Report of the Claims and Receipts of On 

Preachers of the Mississippi Mission Confers 
for the year I860. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

R. K. DIOSSY, Chairman. 

The Conference adjourned at 12 M. 
to visit the Orphan's Home. 



Sixth Day's Proceedings, 



The Conference convened Dec. 19th, 
at 10 o'clock, A. M. Bishop Simpson 
in the chair. Religious exercises were 
conducted by Rev. A. C. McDonald and 
Rev. E. Hayward. 

The minutes of the proceeding day 
were read and approved. 

The Rev. R. K. Diossy, from the Cora 
mittee on Sunday Schools, presented 
the subjoined report : 

As the representative of him who said, 
"Suffer the little children to come untc 
me, and forbid them not,'' the church 
cannot escape from her responsibility 
for the young, and at this day it \f 
worse than folly to neglect them, foi 
such a course the Lord Jesus will not 
hold us guiltless. Experience has dem- 
onstrated that this field is most wide in 
results. The church or pastor that cares 
for the childreiMpill surely be success- 
ful. Multitudes^of our churches and 
some of the strongest in the connection, 
were born in the humble Mission Sun- 
day School room, and we have heard 
from a member of this Conference that 
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he failed to get the attention of the peo- 
ple among whom he was sent to labor, 
until he gathered the children of the 
place and opened a school. When a 
shepherd desires tu draw the flocks af- 
ter him, he takes in his arms, a littlo 
lamb, and moving oft', the dam and its 
mates readily follow. There is danger 
that in the great success we are enjoy- 
ing, so wonderfully gathering* our thou- 
sands into this infant Conference — that 
we may neglect to lay deep the founda- 
tions of our work, and thus risk its per- 
manence and power. The future must 
be in our plans, we are building for all 
time, and it is of the utmost importance 
that the members of this conference go 
to their fields of labor, in the city and 
country with an understanding of what 
is required of them. In view of the 
great importance of the Sunday School, 
work to us, your Committee have pre- 
pared and respectfully propose for your 
action the following resolutions : 

L Moked, That each preacher be 
instructed— in accordance with the re- 
quirements of our discipline, to estab- 
lish Sunday Schools wherever ten chil- 
dren can be collected. 

2. hoked, That our Preachers be 
required to attend the sessions of his 
Monday School and do all in his power 
to make its exercises instructive and 
attractive. 

I hokei That where a Sunday 
••wool cannot be organized the preacher 
devot e a portion of his regular ser- 
uce to the children. 

j- fsokei That we consider it the 
Jot church members, especially offi- 
27J**.Bofar as possible, to at- 
he Sunday School to receive in- 
^nt emselves, and to assist in 
aching others. 

ibhtf^' That * *tiih* our 
Jg** S.8. Union of the St. E. 
Btfq U 1 9 ^ ™ch ^eded 
R yea? ° l b °° ks ' during ' 

IConW L ' B |' akema »i presented to 
&f l ^cnce the certificate of location 

W li Mlnnesota A ^ual Con- 
IRS 0 \* otioil > *as re-admit- 
10 ^e traveling connection. 



Rev. N. L. Brakeman presented the 
following- report on Temperance, which 
was adopted : 

The subject is a broad one, pertain- 
ing to Man's whole nature, physical, 
intellectual and moral. We have time 
to view it briefly only in one of its as- 
pects—the use of intoxicating liquor* 
as a beverage The amount of liquor 
consumed by the American people an- 
nually is almost fabulous. The com- 
missioners of revenue estimate that 
from 42,000,000 to 45,000,000 gallons of 
distilled spirits are consumed each 
year. In addition to this, about 186,- 
000,000 gallons of fermented liquors, 
and about 10,000,000 of imported liq- 
uors are also drank. The amount of 
revenue derived by the Government 
from the liquor trade amounts to nearly 
$48,000,000. The retail cost of these 
liquors, as paid by the consumers, is es- 
timated to be not less than $500,000,- 
000, an annual amount sufficient to pay 
the whole of our national debt in a lit- 
tle more than five years. 

It is useless at this date to dwell 
upon the evils of intemperance, or array 
statistics upon the treasure it has wast- 
ed,the widows and orphans it has made, 
the crimes and sufferings of which it 
has been the occasion, or the bodies and 
souls it has sent to the grave and per- 
dition. 

It is an alarming fact that this great 
evil is rapidly increasing throughout 
the country, and we cannot allow this 
Conference to pass without calling the 
attention of our ministers, traveling 
and local, to this subject, and lifting a 
warning voice to the churches and so- 
ciety against this greatest curse of our 
land. 

We submit the following resolutions 
for your action : 

1. Resolved, That we call upon all 
our pastors, first to see that they keep 
themselves clear of this evil, and have 
a special watchful care over our people 
and members in regard to this vice. 

2. Resolved, That we require all our 
pastors to preach against the evil of in- 
temperance in each of their appoint- 
ments at least twice during the year, 
and to instruct our members in the gen- 



eral rule which prohibits drunkenness, 
buying and selling epiritous liquors, or 
drinking them except in case of extreme 
necessity. 

Rev. ft. K. Diossy, from the Confer- 
ence Missionary Committee, made the 
following report for 1867: 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT. 

New Orleans District $3000 

Ames Church 3000 

Fourth District 1500 

Wesley Chapel 200 - 

Marais Street 2 ^ • 

First Street v 250^ 

LaHarpe Street 250 - 

Greatman •••• 400 

Jefferson and Carrollton 500 - 

Madisonville 160 

Ross Chapel..... 400 - 

Simeons Chapel . 100 

Baton Rouge.. 400 

Clinton 400 

St. Marys ■ 2000 

$12,900 

OPELOUSAS DISTRICT. 

Opelcusas District $2500 

Donaldsonville 450 

Thibodaux and Homer 400 

Franklin 300 

Alexandria 450 

Opelousas 400 

Shreveport 200 

Natchitoches 400 

Ouachita 450 

Lafouche . 300 

St. Martinsvillle 400 

$6250 

MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 

Mississippi District $2500 

Yazoo City 400 

Vicksburg 600 

Jackson 800 

Meridian , 400 

Macon 450 

Clinton 400 

Aberdeen 400 

Corinth 200 

Holly Springs 400 

Grenada 400 

$5950 

Grand Total $26,100 

On motion, the Rev. N. L. Brakeman, 
E. K. Diossy and A. C. McDonaM were 
appointed a committee on Church Ex- 
tension for the Mississippi Mission Con- 
ference. 

On motion, one thousand copies of 



the Conference Minutes were ordered to 

be published. 

The Conference adopted the follow- 
ing resolutions of thanks by a ris- 
ing vote : ''That wo hereby tender 
our thanks to the Trustees of the First 
St, M. E. Church. That we hereby ex- 
press our thanks to the people of New 
Orleans for their hospitality in enter, 
taining the members and visitors of 
this Conference." 

The Bishop made the following appointments: 

EXAMINING COMMITTEES. 

1 Year. — N. L. Brakeman, W. N. Darnell, 
W. M. Henry. 

2 Year. — J. P. Newman, A. O. McDonald, 
R. K. Diossy. 

Examining Committee — For Local Deacons, 
and Probationers. — The Presiding Elders. 

Missionary Sekmon — W. N. Darnell, A. 
C. McDonald, Alternate. 

Annual Conference Sermon, J. P. Newman. 

There being no other business, the 
Bishop, assisted by several elders, pro- 
ceeded to administer the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, which proved a pre- 
cious season of grace, and at the close 
of which the Bishop offered an earnest 
prayer for the members of the Confer- 
ence. 

The Bishop then read the appoint- 
ments for 1867, after which the Confer- 
ence adjourned, sini die. 

The following are the appointments 
for 1867: 

NKVV ORLEANS DISTRICT. 

N. L. Brakeman Presiding Elder. 

Ames Church, and Editor of \ t *> xr * 
the New Orleans Advocate, / J * A ' ^ ewma » 

Fourth Dist W M. Henry. 

Wesley Chapel Anthony Ross. 

Marais St Scott Chinn. 

First St Henry Green 

La Harpe St Eugen P Royal 

Greatman St Evans Green 

Marys §t A. C. McDonald 

Jefferson City and Carrollton, Emperor Williams 

Gretna To be supplied 

Madison villc " " " 

Ross Chapel Joseph Gould 

Simeon's Chapel To be supplied 

Pass Christian «« <» " 

Baton Rouge James Hay ward 

Clinton Robert Hodge 

President of Biblical Institute. ...J. P. Newman 
Professor do do... .A. C. McDonald 



OPELOUSAS DISTRICT. 

Presiding Elder R. K. Diossy 

Donaldsonville Thomas Kennad V 

Thibodeaux Willi am M e rriU 

Franklin John Goodwin 

Alexandria Samuel M: Small 

Opelousas Edward Jackson 

Shreveport To be supplied 

Nachitoches Eben ezer -Hay ward 

Washita James 13. Fenner 

Lafourche To be supplied 

St. Martinsville James M. Bryant 

MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 

Presiding Elder W. N. Darnell 

Yazoo City Talbot 0ibba 

Yieksborg Lev Baker 

Jackson Males Proctor and Thos. Anderson 

JIeridi *a Moses Adams 

Mft c°n John Jones Jr 

Columb «8 ilardy Kyau 

* berd ^ William Holmes 

Co ™tf> To be supplied 

Holly Springs •« 

Grenada 4; 4i 

J- Welsh, D. Dibble, S. Osborne, J. Davis, \ 
E. Brooks, transferred to Texas Conference. Q.j 



MISSIONARY SERMON, 



BY EEV. N. L. BRAKES! AN. 



Pre Sfi^ re ^Missi^ii,pi Mi-ion Conference, al 
*KBfe8ioa m New Orleans, and published by .order 
of the Coui'erence. 



fe!&J of the Lord unto Zerubb.-.bol, saying 



7Z,» h !? nor *J power, but my'Sp^r^lS Wjbord 



^language and prophecy belong 
" i ul^ of Jewish history known 
* Restoration." For nearly two 
entijries (186 years), had the children of 
'W|w andered iu a tiyit froni 

Jchastribes^they never returned.- 
"7 e . nt yyears of Judah's captivity 

ZernhK u 1 ' and under the guidance of 
uooabel their governor, favored by 
rPhl , C ^ rus 7 som e 50,000 Jews 
JJjad to Palestine -their beloved 

cr m?V n( l tothem sti11 "the land of 
g^-" Exil, 8 in 'heathen lands, 
t! } fl e f a / ts >dbcen in the home of 
hv h»A' and iu far dista ^t Media, 
Son a xr We P fc wh *n they remembered 
k hcZ°\ lley were inde ed, restored, 
CShp n f WaS ^rything.- 
C L 7i 6adand in an 

* 'and, themselves impoverished ; 



they returned to find their country in- 
habited by strangers, their "temple 
burned," Jerusalem "a desolation "their 
homes a desert, and - all their pleasant 
things laid waste !" Judea, once their 
glory, now occasions them grief ; once 
a kingdom, it is now a province \ once 
a flourishing nation and receiving tri- 
bute, it is now a dependency, subdued 
tributary, ruined. ' 

But Cyrus restored unto them "the 
vessels of the house of the Lord," and 
other treasures, and they determined 
to rebuild the temple, and repossess 
and restore their land—Ezra, chap. 2. 
They began the work, kept, the feast, 
la$ the foundation and with mingled • 

joy and sadness dedicated it to God 

(see Ezra, chap. 3). No sooner had 
they begun to build than "the people of 
the land weakened the ? hands of Judah 
and troubled them in building," and hin- 
dered the work, "all the days of Cyrus." 
And when Ahasuerus, the Cambyses of 
the Greeks, succeeded to the throne, he 
reigned seven years and a half, during 
all which time he hindered the work. 
At his death, Artaxerxes usurped the 
empire, and from him the enemies of Ju- 
dah obtained a decree to arrest all the 0 
workmen, and "they made them to cease 
by force and power." And the work 
stood still till the second year of the 
reign of Darius, a period of almost 
twenty years, from the first year of Cy- 
rus. 

At this time God spake to his people 
by the word of the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah, saying: "My house shall yet 
be built and a line shall be stretched 

forth upon Jerusalem My cities 

through prosperity shall yet be spread 
abroad, and the Lord shall yet comfort 
Zion," and bid them go forward with the 
work. But disheartened by their past 
experience they were ready to say: "It 
is useless, we are few and feeble ; our 
enemies are numerous and strong; what 
can we do ? — how can w r e build the tem- 
ple ?" Zechariah replies in the language 
of the text: "This is the word of the 
Lord, &c;" and adds these encouraging 
words: "Who hath despired the day oi 
small things ? The hands of Zerubbabel 
have laid the foundation of this house, 
his hands shall finish it, and he shall 
bring forth th* head-stone thereof with 
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shoutings of grace, grace unto it . 
Who art thou, 0 great mountain t be- 
fore Zerubbabel thou shall become a 
plain, and thou shalt yet know that the 
Lord of hosts hath sent me!" And he 
who moved upon the heart of Cyrus to 
release the Jews from captivity, now 
moved upon the heart of Darius to issue 
that remarkable decree found in Ezra, 
sixth chapter, 6th to 12th verses: "And 
the house was finished in the sixth year 
of the reign of Darius, the king," and 
amid great rejoicings was dedicated to 
God, according to his word by the 
prophet. 

But, in the language of the text, and 
context, in this history,in this prophecy, 
we behold a deeper significance: In "my 
servant the Branch," we recognize 
Christ; in Zechariah, Joshua, and Zer- 
ubbabel we see typified his offices of 
Prophet, Priest and King; in the tem- 
ple, a type of the Christian Church; in 
the opposition to its erection and the 
delay of the work, are typified the foes 
of Christianity and its retarded pro- 
gress in subduing the world; in the 
completion of the temple, the type and 
pledge of the Gospel's linal and uni- 
versal triumph; and in God's chosen 
and designated means — " My Spirit," — 
we behold the Chief Agent and instru- 
mentality of our success. 

I. Let us survey the field and glance 
at some of the obstructions in the way 
of Christianity : " The held is the 
world." What are the difficulties with 
which, on this vast field, the Gospel has 
to contend in. its progress ? " Who art 
thou, 0 great mountain ?" 

1. Moral darkness: It pervades a 
large portion of our globe. The " can- 
dle of the Lord" has thrown its beams 
but a little way, as yet, into this "night 
of time." Millions have no light of hope 
and immortality, and are "without God 
in the world." Gross darkness covers 
them, and 

" Their souls for lack ?f knowledge die." 

Whole nations yet sit in the regions of 
the shadow of death. But to be a little 
more specific: We will estimate the 
present population of the world at 
1,160,000,000. Of these, there are of 
Pagans, 676,000,000; Christians, (nom- 
inally) 330,000,000 ; Mahommedans, 



140,000,000 ; Jews, 14,000,000. Th« 

330 000 000 oi Christians are divided as 
follows! Roman Catholic, 170,000,000; 
Greet and Eastern Churches 60,000,000; 
Protestants 100,000,000. So that we 
isee eight hundred and sixteen of earth's 
teeming millions (embracing Pagans 
and Mohammedans) have no true knowl- 
edge "of God whatever. Enveloped 
in a moral darkness that may be felt, 
they grope in a night* which has no 
morning, and with scarcely a glimmer- 
ing star to relieve their " midnight of 
the soul." We see 244,000,000 (em- 
bracing the Jews, Catholics, Greek 
and Eastern Churches,) holding the 
truth in unrighteousness. They main- 
tain some of the forms of Christianity, 
but have lost, and now deny its power. 
They have a name to live, but are dead. 
There are doubtless many good and 
pious people among them, but they are 
lost and swallowed up in the organize- 
tions,which maintain more of ignorance, 
superstition, bigotry, intolerance, infi- 
delity and corruption than ot true Chris- 
tianity. While only 100,000,000 profess 
a true faith. And of these, how many 
alas! only profess it and know nothing, 
practically, ot its purity and power.— 
How much of moral darkness we see 
even where the true light shineth. Is- 
rael was God's chosen nation, and yet, 
780 years- before Christ, lie said of them 
by Hosea: M 1 have a controversy with 
this people, because there is no truth 
nor mercy, nor justice, -nor knowledge 
of God in the land; but by swearing, 
and lying, and killing, and stealing, and 
committing adultery, and oppressing 
ttie poor they break out, and blood 
toucheth blood." How applicable is all 
this to our own land and nation in this 
year of grace, 18661 Through all this 
moral darkness the Church must make 
her way. What a mountain to be 
removed! 

2. Individual corruption : From the 
wide world we turn to the human heart 
— from the millions to the man. Chris- 
tianity is personal. God not only has 
a controversy with nations, but with 
individuals. lie claims each heart, and 
in its conquest strong and numerous 
foes are to be overcome. " The heart is 
deceitful above all things and desper- 
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ately wicked— who can know it ?" 
Christ said, (Mark I, 21.) "Out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornication, murders, theft, covetous- 
ness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, 
au evil eye, pride, blasphemy, foolish- 
ness." And Paul added, (Gal. 6, 20,) 
"Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, her- 
esies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revelings, and such like," (as though 
the catalogue were endless,) and says: 
Of them, "I tell you as I have told you 
in times past, that they which do such 
things cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God." 

Here we see the master passions of 
the soul. And how many of the phe- 
nomena of the general history of the 
world are traceable to them: The nn- 
righteons tricks of trade, the inordinate 
graspings of avarice, the deep woes of 
poverty, the heartless oppressions of 
power, the unequaled corruptions in 
politics, the blasphemous speculations 
oi philosophy, the tyrannies of govern- 
ments, the horrors of war, the absurdi- 
ties! of religion ; all these, and more, 
spring fr i'i these spirits and passions 
* s s !V iiir, from the fountain — as plants 
from the soil. See how in our own land 
these evils of the heart pervade the 
masses ami entrench themselves in so- 
ciety, state and nation. See the power 
j" avarice, the desecration of the Sab- 
[ m, the devastation of intemperance, 
the corruption of youth. See the 
social Evil" spreading" everywhere, 
a™ m flaunting robes of guilt, with 
aearton fire of hell, stalking forth at 
noonday almost without reproof, and 
Mainly without correction. Look at 
°w seaboard and inland cities, very So- 
J°m8 for corruption. Some say Chris- 
ty is losing ground. Vice is cer- 
J ,nl y growing respectable. Champions 
■ we : brutal prize ring, and professional » 
»lers are supposed to make good 
Presentatives in Congress; while we 
^ that representatives and senators 
v *egood gamblers and drunkards — 
Jwndividual corruption is a mighty 
^ in the e?.rth. 1 
Organized unbelief: This is the .sin 
our race. Faith is the opposing 
er - Upon it hang the destinies and 



*YTVx f etermt y< "He that belier- 
eth shall be saved ; he that believeth 
not shall be damned." "He that be- 
lieyeth on the Son hath everlasting life- 
he that believeth not the Son shall not 
e life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him." Unbelief was the besetting sin 
of God's chosen people, and has been 
the chief crime of humanity in every 
age. It made war in heaven, changed 
angels into devils; made hell a necessi- 
ty, "brought death into our world, and 
all our woe;" crucified Christ; has per- 
secuted his church, and has damned 
more millions than now people the 
globe. Its form are many; its name 
is Legion. It is the off-spring of a bad 
heart. Ignorance of God, and individu- 
al corruption are the hot-beds in which 
it grows. There is Atheism, which de- 
nies the existence of God ; Secularism, 
which denies his government; Panthe- 
ism, which denies his personality; Nat- 
uralism, which denies the special prov- 
idence of God ; Indifferentism, which 
denies his goodness; Spiritualism, which 
(fenies the word of God ; Unitarianism, 
(in a variety of forms), which denies 
the Son of God ; and Formalism, which 
denies the Spirit of God; these are its 
organized forms. If we look for its 
causes, we find them in moral corrup- 
tion, speculative philosophy, social dis- 
affection, the corruption of Christianity, 
religious intolerance, and the disunion 
of the churches. It has ample means, 
humanly speaking, by which to subsist 
and to propagate itself. It has its lite- 
rary clubs and scientific associations. 
Its platform, press and pulpit,philosophy 
and poetry, learning and eloquence are 
pressed into service. It has the pen 
of the ready writer, the. tongue of the 
orator and the ear of the populace; is a 
busy worker in our very midst, and 
rests not day nor night. 

4. We cannot fail to notice that these 
evils exist to a certain extent in the 
purest forms of oift Protestant Chris- 
tianity. The remains of moral darkness, 
individual corruption and blind unbe- 
lief are found in our churches. There 
was an Achanin the camp of Israel, and 
a Judas among the Twelve, and their 
successors continue to this day. They 
haunt our temples, sit in our pews, and 
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kneel at our altars. They repeat then- 
creeds, say their prayers and slog their 
psalms while God is not in all their 
thoughts. Thus is "Christ wound- 
ed in the house of his friends" 
And this reminds us that ^ the 
very prosperity which Christianity 
gives— the civilization, intelligence and 
wealth it brings— becomes a snare. Im- 
piety keeps pace with our progress.— 
Our lines of travel, our means of com- 
munication, our extended commerce, 
our places of amusement and public re- 
sort are, at the same time, channels of 
corruption— broad ways to death. The 
lowest degree of moral corruption may 
coexist with the highest point of civili- 
sation. Art and science may advance 
while, morally, man sinks. Often one 
evil only makes way for another— as 
when, under the influence of knowledge, 
superstition is driven out that infidelity 
may come in— and this we call progress 
Let us not be deceived. 

Thus we have hastily surveyed the 
field, and verily "there is much land to 
be possessed." We have "reconnoitred 
the enemy" and "felt his forces," and find 
themnot to be despised. They are not im- 
aginary ,but real ; not pigmies,but giants ; 
not few and feeble, but numerous and 
strong; not stationed at one point, but 
fortified everywhere; not timid and 
fearful, but bold and defiant. Here are 
principalities and powers, spiritual 
wickedness in high places; rulers of the 
darkness of this, world, and tifej defy 
us to the field. How shall we conquer? 
And as we cast about, half disheartened, 
for means to assure us of a victory, the 
the great Captain of our salvation 
comes to our relief, and leads us forth 
to glorious war, shouting the battle-cry 
of the text: " Not by might, not by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord 
of Hosts!" 

II. Let us consider the Chief Agent 
and Instrumentality by which the 
Church is to succeed in evangel. zing 
the world: " By my Spirit, saith the 
Lord." 

That Spirit is the third Person in the 
God-head, and His agency and opera- 
tions in the kingdoms of Nature, Provi- 
dence and Grace are not enough con- 
sidered. There is no danger of too 



much preaching upon the divinity of 
Christ, but we preach too little upon the 
Personality and Deity of the Holy 
Ghost. He is, in Bible language, repre- 
sented as creating and upholding, as 
speaking and searching, as striving, 
reproving, convincing, helping, com- 
manding, guiding, testifying, bearing 
witness, and working. He is grieved, 
quenched, tempted, resisted, blas- 
phemed, and sinned against. This 
proves him a Person. Divine works 
were performed by him; divine titles 
are given him; divine worship is paid 
to him, and divine attributes belong to 
him, which proves that He is God. He 
is eternal, omnipotent, omniscient and 
omnipresent. In Creation's morning 
He "moved upon the face of the waters" 
and "garnished the heavens.'' He ap- 
peared in the flaming sword of our lost 
Paradise, and strove with the wicked in 
the days of Noah. He dwelt of old with 
patriarch, priest and prophet; appeared 
in the "flaming lamp," in "the burning 
bush," the "pillar of fire," and the glow- 
ing "Shechinah." He inspired the art- 
ists for the Tabernacle and Temple, 
breathed upon Ezekiel's "valley of dry 
bones," touched Isaiah's lips with fire, 
moved upon the hearts of Cyrus and 
Darius, and 690 years before Christ, re- 
vealed the scenes of Pentecost to Joel. 
(See text, also.) 

Thus was He mauifested to the 
world and to men of old, though these 
were but intimations of His presence, 
his power and glory, compared with 
that which was to be revealed. (2 Cor. 
iii, 1-10.) As Christ was in the an- 
cient church before his incarnation, so 
w r as the Spirit before his effusion. The 
advent manifested the fullness of 
Christ's life; Pentecost the fullness of 
the Spirit's power. That fullness was 
foretold by the prophets. We have not 
time to "trace His rising track" through 
the beginnings of the New Dispensa- 
tion, nor speak of His visit to the Vir- 
gin, His revelations to Simeon, His in- 
spiration of John the Baptist, nor His 
descent upon Christ at the Jordan.— 
We pass the precious promise of the 
Comforter, the death, resurrection and 
ascension of our Lord, the tarrying at 
Jerusalem, the fulfilment of the promis« 
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and the Pentecostal scene — to remark 
that this is eminently a spiritual dispen- 
sation; is indeed the Spirit's dispensa- 
tion. 

The "Comforter" has come, and is 
now the "Head of the Church," as 
Christ, enthroned and sceptred, is "head 
overall things for the church." We 
have "another Paraclete" — the other 

Advocate'— as the Savior promised. 

(Compare John^xiv, 16, 17, with 1 John 
ii, 1.) Christ is our Advocate in 
heaven, with the Father; the Spirit is 
our Advocate on earth; He comes forth 
from the Father and the Hon, that He 
may bear His part with them in the 
work of man's salvation, and His spirit- 
ual power is to us, instead of Christ's 
presence. He makes our cause His 
own, and works in us, and by us, and 
lor us; for the church and for the world • 
through time and for eternity. As He 
operated with creative energy in the 
natural world, so does He now in the 
"Pintaal world. "In the beginning the 
earth was without form, and void;' 7 He 
gave law and system, and brought or- 
J f out of chaos. "Darkness was upon 
fefaceof the deep. And the Spirit of 
^ moved npon the waters, and said: 
Mtherebe light! and there was light." 
«e garnished the heavens and flooded 

tSM*. breathed life int » 

JJ^fnre, and gave spiritual ex- 
pand immortality to angels and 
shall k ' n the spiritual world, He 
J» b nng order out of confusion, light 

W*!" 8 ' beaUty fr0m de ^™ty, 
from discord, good from 

(i ' W from sorrow, and life from 

Can ? he and b "i^rforthe erec- 
k of a material tern- 

now, and will He, ope- 
Vdom! and men > until the 

4Z of n 118 wor ' d becorae the 

4x7Jn hmt > and eartli ' s deserts 

*iwil 088 T as the rose - ti11 

Hehead,* te , mple 18 completed and 
i , a «one brought forth with short- 

Her 7 ce '.^e,untoit! 
^ccomnlid 1? - the all " su fficient Agent 
C5 W ° rk ° f aerating 

• have seen a large portion of 



the earth in moral darkness, but here is 
%^^eworld. Jtt* day has daw" 
ea. lh e true light now shineth » In- 
E ^ thf « Spirit, tfie prophet saw 
this light, and was glad, and as if ap ! 
paling to a long-benighted world, ex- 
claimed: -Arise and shine, for thy 1 * ht 
is come, and the glory of the Lord" is 
risen upon thee! Darkness covers the 
earth and gross darkness the people- 
but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and 
His glory shall be seen. And the Gen- 
tiles shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising. The 
sun shall no more be thy light by da y 
nor the moon by night; but the Lord 
o iall be unto thee an everlasting lio-ht 
and thy God thy glory, and the clays of 
thy mourning shall be ended " (Isa 
60th chapter.) With this accord the 
office and work of the Eternal Spirit: 
He " turns us from darkness to light " 
translates us "from the power of dark- 
ness into the kingdom ofGod's dear Son " 
In the darkness of their ignorance men 
know not God— His character, attri- 
butes or works; they know not them- 
selves—their nature, duty or destiny.— 
But "receiving an unction from this Ho- 
ly One/ 7 they "know all things" neces- 
sary to their present and eternal salva- 

2. This Spirit cures individual cor- 
ruption: 

He makes the heart his home, the 
body his temple, and man a new crea- 
ture. We saw the "work of the flesh," 
what are the fruits of the Spirit ? " But 
the fruit of the Spiri; is love, joy, peace, 
righteousness, long-suffering-, gentle- 
ness, goodness, truth, faith, meekness, 
courage, knowledge, temperance, pa- 
tience, humility, purity, honesty, justice, 
mercy, benevolence, kindness, charity" 
— in a word, "Godliness." (See Gal. v, 
22; Eph., v. 9; Phil, iv, 8; 2 Pet. i, 
5.) This last is secured in the first 
"fruit" of the Spirit £love] which, above 
all things, is God-like. God the Father 
is sovereign love; God the Son is re- 
deeming love; God the Spirit is regener- 
ating love; hence of the Triune Jehovah 
it is written: "God is love." And if we 
have this attribute we are God-like — 
are "partakers of the divine nature." 
And this we have, for " the fruit of the 



30 



Spirit is love." The individual being 
thus "created anetv unto good works," 
we have the remedy for all those evils 
we saw "springing from the heart as 
plants from the soil and pervading the 
family, society, state and nation. Tfle 
The contrast is a pleasing one, but we 
have not time to pursue it. The change 
is great — all things are new — the tree 
made good— the fruit holiness, the end 
life, intellectual and moral, social and 
civil, spiritual and eternal. 

3. Here, too, we have the remedy lor 
unbelief : 

" And when the Spirit is come He 
will reprove the world of sin, of right- 
eousness, and of judgment; of sin, be- 
cause they believe not in me; of right- 
eousness,* because I go to my Father; 
of judgment, because the Prince of this 
world is judged:" " Of unbelief, be- 
cause they believe not in me* We have 
seen the far-reaching and deadly influ- 
ence of this sin, and how the Bible in- 
sists upon faith in Christ. Upon these 
two principles are suspended the for- 
tunes of two worlds, the destinies of 
men and angels, the issues of time and 
the retributions of eternity. And yet 
no man or minister, no voice of con- 
science, no terrors of the law, no power 
of motive, no appeal to interest no pray- 
ers of the church or promises of heaven, 
have power to correct this giant iniqui- 
ty. It is the sin of the heart. But the 
Spirit's office is to search the heart, and 
convict it ot this sin. And this it does, 
compelling, often, the most obdurate to 
cry out: "Lord, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief." [See Acts, ii, $1 to 
40. J Faith is a fruit of the Spirit. 

4. Thus far we have spoken of the 
agency of the Spirit. There are other 
instrumentalities to be used in spread- 
ing "the knowledge of the glory of 
God." But we refer to them to notice 
that they are only efficient as they are 
made so by the Spirit. 

If we speak of truth — the Word of 
God— "the truth as it is in Jesus,', it 
has no power to save the world. "The 
entrance of thy word giveth light," and 
it may illuminate the mind; but it can- 
not change the heart or convict the in- 
fidel of his unbelief : It is the Spirit's 
sword, and is only effectual as it is used 



by' the Spirit. It isnot the electric cm- 
rent,- but the conductor along wnicii ine 
current Hows. It is necessary, as is tne 
wire to the telegraph; but alone, is as 
inefficient as the wire without the eieca 
tricity. If we speak of the ministry, 
how powerless it is without the UOJy 
unction!" Its prayers may be addressed 
to human ears, but they will never gam 
audience with Deity. Solemn truths 
may be pronounced in perfect periods, 
as powerless as they are pretty. I here 
maybe learning, eloquence, genius, ev- 
ery adornment,and yet a starless crown 
at last. Let the ministry remember 
it is not by might or power, but by the 
Spirit of God that it is to succeed.- 
Knowledge is power, but, it must be the 
knowledge of God. Wealth is power, 
but it must be consecrated to God. In- 
fluence is power, "but it must be 
wielded for God. There is power 
in a true conversion, in a fer- 
vent, effectual prayer ; in a conse- 
crated, self-denying, cross-loving lite.-~ 
There is power in a holy heart, a single 
eye, a blameless walk, and a godly con- 
versation. But all these are the iruits 
of the Spirit, as was manifested upon 
the day of Pentecost. With these in- 
strumentalities at our command, and 
the Holy Ghost to inspire our efforts, we 
may be assured ot victory. 

5. It will illustrate our subject, 
and will strengthen our Christian 
courage and faith to refer to the "Great 
Commission" and the early church. In 
Matthew, xxviii, 18, 19, 20, Christ had 
proclaimed himself King, and markedout 
the ministers and army, the weapon oi 
their warfare, the extent of their field 
the badge of citizenship, the law ami 
limit of their commission, the royal glo- 
ry and presence which should attend 
them, and the duration of His kingdom, 
in these remarkable words : "All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye,therefore,andteach all nations bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Faltherj 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you ; 
and Jo? 1 am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world " 

Acrain in Acts I, 4 to 9 we behold 
him withjhis disciples for the last time. 



31 



He renews the promise of the Spirit, re- 
peats the commission and ascends into 
heaven: "But ye shall receive power al- 
ter that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you; and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
iu Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth. And when he had 
spoken these words, while they beheld 
lie was taken up; and a cloud received' 
him out of their sight." The " commis- 
siou" was command and precept, prom- 
ise and prophecy, and it, embraced the 
world: "Unto the uttermost part* of the 
w/V' are the last words upon His lips. 
His word had declared and His ascent 
demonstrated His sovereign power. No 
wing-, no hand, no chariot of fire, yet 
he ascends! "Upward lie moves by 
H« own power, and iu that single act 
commands the homage of earth; for our 
globe has po law so universal and irre- 
ver S1 bleas that whereby it binds down 
all ponderous bodies to its surface. But 
that law gives way and the whole muss 
!J "^globe yields to the power of 
And now enthroned in heaven 
reigns, and shall reign, till by the 
V°m the Spirit all enemies are put 
* h, s feet. The disciples tarry, the 
7™ °*», they are endowed with 
and prepared for their work. 

2; ginning at Jerusalem, what 
8 ^ agai ns t them: They are few 
2 Earned, their Founder is des- 
.j&eir enemies are violent and nu- 

S&ft* are , the diicf 

I yiunsees, Saducees, doctors of 
, captams, officers and the Sanhed- 

* i lm -crucify him!'' Among 
g ^d Romans thej met with phi 
% and ' lii8t0rian8 i statesmen, 
i evervH ' £ 0verm>rs > wll ° disagreeing 
i&n g / Ise ' C0 ^pire to oppose 
hJ'V P ut dow n the Gospel.— 

^edav a ofp heiesults? 3 ' 000 saved 
Mod ■ Pe ntccost; 5,000 at a later 

^re'lt ; 111 ^ WW* 011 the very soil 

fc £r S ^ ! three years 
E^ SS P^ ffl over Judea 
ld i »nto 'the regions be- 
feXT AV ,V years it has reached Sy 



n Lydia, and Egypt, and Arabia, 



1 -ersia, Mesopotamia, Armenia, Par- 
thia, Asia Minor, and many parts 
OJ Europe, and more than 500,000 souls 
were enlisted under its banner £ c . 
cording to.Eusebius, there were in the 
second century, churches in Gaul, at 
Lyons and Vienna; in Africa, at Car- 
thage, where, according to TertulKpn 
(christians were so numerous that, to 
extirpate them, would decimate 'the 
city. In the East, at the same early 
period, the cross was planted in Edessa, 
and the Gospel proclaimed in India.— 
(See Enseb. Hist. Eccl., book v, chap. 
1 — 10.) In 300 years it had made con- 
quest of the Hainan Empire. In its 
march it had conquered Judaism in Je- 
rusalem, Philosophy at Athens, Sensual- 
ity at Corinth, Idolatry at Rome and 
Ephesus, Barbarism at Milita, and igno- 
rance, intolerance, superstition and 



world iy-mindedness i 
fered a long decline 



very where. It suf- 



from its original 
purity and power. But revived again 
under Luther and his co-laborers. And 
again under the Wesleys and their co- 
temporaries, and yet again under our 
fathers in this country. In these latter 
years it has destroyed Cannabalism in 
the South Sea Islands, broken the power 
of caste over millions in India, shaken 
idolatry in China, and abolished slavery 
in Great Britain and America. And to- 
day, God is working wonders among the 
nations of the earth, for the triumphs 
of the Gospel over the Arabian impos- 
ture, and the Man of Sin, and the world 
universally, " Not by might, not by 
power, but my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. " 

We close with some reflections : 
1. The great want of the church, es- 
pecially in her missionary work, is a 
spiritual baptism. And why may she 
not have it? This is still the Spirit's 
dispensation, and we believe that, but 
for unbelief, the Church might to-day en- 
joy, miracles apart, the scene of Pente- 
cost renewed. Long ago might the 
world have been converted, had not the 
Church grieved and quenched the Spirit. 
As ministers and missionaries we shall 
never do our portion of that great work 
till we have clean hearts. We want 
the Holy Ghost and fire from heaven.— 



It must glow in our hearts, illuminate 
our rninds,awaken our emotions,breathe 
in our thoughts, burn in our words, 
shine in our example, and be fell in our 
lives. Without it, wealth, influence 
churches and ordinances, preaching and 
praying are but "ships of war, and ani- 
mation, without guns or men;" and or- 
der, audiences, talent, truth, are " men 
and guns without fire? 

2. We need, perhaps, as a Conference 
—as ministers and people— to be re- 
minded that our sole security and pro- 
tection, our hope and help, are in God. 
There have been times in the past year 
when our hearts have "trembled for the 
ark of God," when in tears we have 
thought of and prayed for each other: 
when our friends have trembled for us; 
and when the Church may have remem- 
bered us in her prayers. We called in 
vain for the protection of Government. 
God has taught us that we did not need 
it. The "Lo, 1 am with you," has been 
verified; He is still with us, and we are 
with each other again, and blessed be 
His name forever! 

3. It is worthy of note that out first 
Conference met on Christmas, 1865, and 
saw the opening of our glorious Cen- 
tenary year; and that with our second 
Conference we enter the second centu- 
ry of American Methodism. Fit time for 
thought and reflection! If our Zion hats 
been a success — if its first century has 
a glorious history, let her remember 
it is not by might, (strength of her own 
nor by power, (authority, or permission 
from others,) but by*"ify Spirit."— 
by the providence, the protection, and 
the power of God. Thus has her tem- 
ple, so far, been built; thus let the good 
work go on. Let no arm of State, no 
power of man, no wisdom of this world 
be ever invoked for aid. "Trust only in 
God, for in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
lasting strongth." Let us "inquire for 
the old paths" of a personal experience. 
Let our hearts, like Wesley's, be 
"strangely warmed" by the Spirits fire 
-—may we, like him, be u full of faith 
and the Holy Ghost." 

"Oh, that it now from heaven might fail, 

And ali our sins consume ! 
Come, Holy Ghost, tor Thee we call ; 

Spirit of burning come !" 

4. Finally, "Who hath despised the 
day of small things ?" If we apply this 



question to ourselves: We are fe^ aTld 
feeble, and have but just begun ™ 
" build"— we are laying foundations. 
Sometimes we becotne discouraged, ana 
are ready to ask: " By whom shall Ja- 
cob arise, for he is small ?" Then we 



hear the cheering words: "Fear not lit- 
tle flock, it is your Father's good pleas- 
ure to give you the kingdom. VYe 
fain would believe we are planting the 
mustard-seed that shall grow to a great 
tree- are hiding the leaven in the meas- 
ures of meal; are cutting from the 
mountain of genuine Methodism not 
without hands) the little stone which 
shall yet fill All this land. Our cause, 
we know, is just, and we believe the sun 
of prosperity shall shine more and more 
upon us, even unto the midday of per- 
fect success. We send our thoughts 
forward to the close of the century 
upon which we are entered, and ask: 
-What shall the end be?" What shall 
be the fruit of this conference at the dost 
of that century ? The present laborers 
shall have entered into rest ; but look- 
ing down from heaven, what shall they 
behold '{ The little stone shall have 
become a mountain.. The littls fearless 
flock shall have received the k^-doni. 
The fruit of this handful of corn shall 
then shake like Lebanon. This young 
and tender twig from the parent tree 
shall become a goodly cedar, with wide- 
ly extended boughs and abundant fruit, 
tirfd under it shall dwell all towl of ev- 
ery wing. There shall have come to 
pass this saying : "The sons of them 
that afflicted thee shall come bendinf 
unto thee, and all they that despisei 
these shall bow down at thy feet, ajM 
they shall call thee the Oity of the Lord 
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel." 

And now, let not the* unbelieving 
world boast, nor the Christian fear, be 
cause so small a portion of earth ( 
evangelized. The temple shall be com 
*pleted, for the Lord hath spoken a 
" For as the rain cometh down frcj 
heaven, and the snow, and returned 
not thither, but watereth the earth, anj 
inaketh it bud and bring forth; so.sbd 
my word be that goeth forth out of ffl, 
mouth; it shall not return unto 
v id, but shall accomplish that which 
DleaLe and prosper in the thing- whert 
unto ^ent^ £l#«T r^hteou, 
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nessand praise to spring forth before all 
nations: Earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of my glory, and all fl es h 
shall see my salvation : The wolf sfraU . 
dwell with the lamb, the leopard shaT!* 
lie down with the kid, and a little «hu3 
shall lead them, and they shall nothiirt ' 
nor destroy in all my lM moontWn • 
Wars shall cease unto t.He plids of the 
world: Violence shall n£ ml*-c be 
heard in thy land, wasting nor ^stVuc-* 
tion within tby borders; but tboS shalt 
call thy walls salvation and thy (rates 
praise: Wherefore, strengthen the weak 
Iiands and confirm the feeble knees- Say 
to them who are of a fearful heart Be 
stag, fear not; behold your God 'will 
come with vengeance, even God with a 
reconipence-He will come and save 
Jon. For stones I will give iron ; for 
mod, brass; for brass, silver, and f r 
silver, gold. Instead of tin; thorn there 
shall we up the fir-tree; instead of t he 
Jnauhalcomeup the my rile tree, and 
W be to the Lord for an eveW 
that shall not be cut off. And 
the Rrlderness and the solitary place 
N made glad, and the desert shall 
I and blossom as the rose The 
J snail be given to the Son for an 
IK and the uttermost parts of 
■»ior Ins possesion. He shall 
« n ,on also from sea to sea, and- 

eStT 8 0Dt0 the e » d s of the 
eatti -»i they shall fear him as long 



fiiU hasten it in his time/' I ' thoL f d - 
flffV" 8 Savior ^asserted to his 

and symbolized in his ascent to heaven ' 
where, enthronded King of KhZ I nf J 
Lord of Lords, he shall reigHn he 
hath put all enemies under g his feet- 
till the moral world si- % as did tho 
materia at bis ascent, owi his sway! 
tdl He, the Eternal spirit, who makes 
s new creatures in Christ, shall have 
made all things new, even a "new heav- 
e .">, ar,d I10w earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." The time may seem to 
«s long-not so with God. One day 
with the Lord is a thousand years and 
a thousand years as one day. Christ 
was long promised before he came and 
the world was long in preparation for 
Ins advent; but when the fullness of 
time had come, God sent him forth, and / 
m due time he died for the ungodly / 
And "in due time" he will subdue the I 
world to himself, and all nations shall \ 
serve him. And now, ' Blessed be the 
Lord God, the God of Isreal, who only 
doeth wondrous things! Blessed be 
his glorious name forever! And let all 
the earth be filled with 
Amen, and Amen?" 



His glory. 



